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lI]N*fED STATES DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

October 23, 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL HATTERS - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


On October 23, 1962, 

Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D.C., 
as follows : 


advised 


ir?c 



CO 


The Women Strike for Peace held a picket line 
demonstration in front of the White House in Washington, 

D.C., from 3:08 p.m. until approximately 5:10 p.m. The 
demonstration started with approximately ten women pickets 
with two passing out literature. A copy of the leaflet, 
which was entitled, "A Statement on Cuba,” is attached to 
this memorandum. 

The number of pickets varied from time to time 
during the . demonstration and at approximately 4:15 p.m. 
there were approximately 55 men, women, and children in 
the picket line. Individuals in the picket line carried 
signs which read as follows: 

"End the Arms Race Not the Human Race.” 

”Sead U.N. Team to Cuba.” 

'.Women Strike for Peace.” 

"No Missile Bases in Cuba, Turkey, or Anywhere Else.” 

At approximately 4:25 p.m. 13 young men and women 
representing the Student Peace Union conducted a demonstration 
in front of the White House. These individuals carried signs 
which read as fellows: 


"Is Cuba Worth It?" 

"Gunboat Diplomacy Hus t Go.” 

V International Disputes are Ne 



of this group. 


was self identifi ed a s the 
stated he was a student^H years °* a S e * 

At 4:39 p.m. representatives of the American Nazi 
Party, numbering five, appeared in front of the White House 


jr?c 
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ENCLOSE? 


Attachment 1 


RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


and conducted a picket line. These individuals stated 
they were there to congratulate President Kennedy on 
finally taking action on the Cuban situation, to encourage 
him to fully enforce the Monroe Doctrine and to uphold 
American prestige in the Cuban area. The characterization 
of the American Nazi Party is attached to this memorandum. 
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BE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


AMERICAN NAZI PARTY, ALSO KNOWN AS 
WORLD UNION OF FREE ENTERPRISE NATIONAL SOCIALISTS 



were present and the; 

the source, comprised the beginning 



told those present that the 


of the organization 

WUFENS would be an international movaaent, but that the 
section of the organization in the United States would be 
known as the American Party of the WUFENS. 


4>7C 


on March 26, 1959, furnished to Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a copy of 
the program of the WUFENS stating that he expects to become <VT?C 
President of the United States through the organization 1 s 
platform. The main tenets of the WUFENS, as reflected in 
the program, call fcr the migration of Negroes to Africa and 
the trial and execution of all Jews guilty of conBBunist and 
Zionist treason. 


advised on August 8, 1961, that 
the main activity of the organization, in furtherance of 
these objectives, has consisted of pieketing^j^^anti- 
Jewish and anti-Negro placards and talks by^lHIliHI 
attacking Jews as traitors to the United States. The head- 
quarters of the American Nazi Party is located at 928 
North Randolph Street, Arlington, Virginia. 
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A STATEMENT ON CUBA 


We women who have dedicated oijrselves to preserving and 
cherishing human life are concerned that the present Cuban crisis 
may erupt into nuclear war. We, together with President Kennedy, 
have committed ourselves to achieving world peace by general 
disarmament under effective United Nations control. 

We feel that the settlement of the Cuban crisis under United 
Nations auspices is an essential step toward ultimate disarmament 
and world order. The quarantine of vessels announced by the President 
is, we believe, a serious threat of the use of force in violation of 
the Charter of the United Nations and the Organization of American 
States. Moreover, it establishes a precedent of unilateral action 
that may be used to the detriment of world peace in other situations. 

Therefore we respectfully urge our President to reconsider the 
announced action to quarantine the seas, pending an orderly deter- 
mination of the differences between the United States, the Soviet 
Union and Cuba by the United Nations. We call upon both sides to 
use restraint in this critical situation and to use extraordinary 
caution to assure that a nuclear disaster does not result either by 
accident or by reckless action. 


October 23, 1962 

WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE 
Washington and New York areas 
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Foreign political matters - cuba - British guiana 
is - CUBA 

Attached for the Bureau are nine copies of 


" Vtuun 

jJ Attached for the Bureau are nine copies of 

a letterhead memo dated and titled as above. 

/ The writer of the letter vasnane^yHI 

8 he requested that his name not be made kn own outside 
of the FBI to protect him. she would 

advise of any additional information she received which 
might bear on this point or any additional information 
about other points of possible interest to the U. S. 
Government . ^ 

Bureau (AM-BM) (Enc-9) 


inc 

35 


£P- Bureau (AM-BM) (Enc-9) 

1 - Miami 

RBEtggr Copy to: CIA/Stats/M® 
(4) ONI/CSI/ACSI 

by routina, slin for info. A 
Dot 


.vr v ' 





R£C- 60 






1 1 OCT 22 1962 




'iff ^ 


lal Agent in Charge 


.M Per 


wbcwbed ombni'ti /# / /J - 3/ f 



In Reply * Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Miami, Florida 
October 19, 1962 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


FOREIGN POLITICAL 
MATTERS - CUBA - BRITISH GUI 




On October 18, 1962, 


..Cuba n exiles, are presently 
residing with her, receives an occasional letter 

from a friend who is still in Cuba and lives in Havana. She 
said this person uses f|ilHHH||HflHHH||Hi]^ihe re ^ urn 
address and addresses the letters to^^^^^^HHRas a pre- 


caution and sometimes tries to tell them things in the letters 
in a round about way to avoid possible censorship. She said 
a recent letter contained the following information which she 
thought might be of value. 


The letter spoke of the harvesting of the current 
sugar crop and pointed out that there would probably be no 
shortage of workers to cut the cane. This paragraph of the 
letter then went on to say that the Cubans are awaiting the 
arrival of the 1,000 "technicians" from British Guiana who 
are coming to Cuba as part of an agreement that they will 
help in the harvest of the sugar in exchange for other 
"technicians" who will go to British Guiana. The letter 
pointed out that this exchange was for the benefit of the 
Cuban government. 

8a id she and her family believe the 
above is an effort to tell them dfhbe"export of communism" 
from Cuba to British Guiana and was included in the paragraph 
about the sugar harvest for concealment purposes. She said . 
the writer of the letter is not pro-CASTRO and is not in a ^ 
position to obtain "inside information" in Cuba insofar as 
she knows, as a result of which she did not know where he 
might learn of such a .thing. 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, and 
neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside 


your agency. 




"f'T- 

jfciV.. 




FIT-36 (R»v. 12-13-56) 
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F B I 
Date: 


Transmit the following in 

ARTEL 


Via 



10/23/62 




in plain text or code) 


( Priority or Method of Mailing ) 



FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
SAC, VFO (97-1017) 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont_ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan,. 
Mr. Conrads 


Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale 


^«jMr 


Rosen_ 


Sullivan. 

Olr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Room„ 




UL THTOJW*rtO» cr^TATHB) 


Qjtr* 


»\ 



FOREI GN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA herein is unclassified EXOBPt 
IS — CUBA moss SHOWN OTHERWISE* 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a LHM 
dated and captioned as abon. 

Interview of 
was conducted by SAs 

at the Offices of the Interna tional Liaison DiMslon, USAF, 
Pentagon, TOCfflHHHBHBwasnade available for interview 
to VFO by USAF Liaison Division* 

ddition to that Info set forth in the enclosed 



blC 


PEN:MJB 

(«) 

AIRTEL 


C. G 


REC-P 

LASSIFIED BY 
DECLASSIFY ON 





to. a^jJincA^ 

AT* Pry, 7 "Vtf r ^j T A ^ * 


AGENCY 
I; BEQ. 

I ! DATE 
HOW ICm,'. & 








Approved: 


Sent 


67 OCT 26 liKf 01 


Agent in Charge 


.M 
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Date: 10/23/62 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


Via 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (109-13-210) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (97-1017) (P) 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IS - CUBA — — 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach.. 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale — 


Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Sullivan^ 

Mr. * Tavel 

r. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes — 
[-Misr €tettdy-r=_: 


r 




(Enc ' 9) DECLASSIFY ON: 

’ U-i 


Reference Is made to r WFO airtel dated 10/23/62, 
concerning the purchase of two five gallon gasoline cans, 
Live six volt ba tteries, and thirty wax candles by a 

it Cooper Hardware Company , WDC . 

Enclosed herewith are nine copies of a letter- 
head memorandum reflecting the purchase of an electric 
generator . The information was obtained by SAI 


/r 

fig* 


m 

£ £?£ 

to S 

It to If 

o < 3 

M Jrl H 
O 


\L\ 


Lie 


This letterhead memorandum it 
"Confidential" inasmuch as it reflects^ 


classified 


JJG:rps 

( 5 > mm. 

REQ. RECD 
AIRTEL Date forvv. 

HOW e« 

PY 

<r c U -A vvi' .-5/- > 



/Q9-/2 -j/6 - 3 | W 


m OCT %\5 




Lie 


Approved: 


M Per 


67 OCT 2fi 196W 


>pecj/il Agent in Charge 




***** 


I* Btffy, Pimm R+r to 
FOtTio* 


sV \l 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SEfftEI 


CCBFD^ N Tl 


iriiiiRCToii 25, n. a 


October 23, 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IHTEEKAL SECURITY - CUBA 


Ami 


Ob October 22, 

Federated Elect roe Ice, Imcorpo rated , 
Hirer Sorias. Maryland, advised that 


a 3,000 watt portable electric generator driven 
gasoline engine on October 18, 1962* 


g pure has sd( 
ij a 


The electric generator is described as loll 


Manufacturer: 


Specif icat ions : 


Weight: 

Dimensions: 


Sens generator Division 
12435 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

3,000 watts 
115 - 230 volts 
60 cycle 

1 phase 

3 wire 

26.2/13*1 amperes 
180 pounds 

Height - 19 inches 5 

Length - 27 inches ? 

Width - 20 inches x 



^2 

i±CO 


Price: 


Rope Starter 
$431,25 


The generator was paid for in cash of five $20 
bills and thirty-five $10 bills, all new money. 


/a f- o - 9/0 




CONFI0I 
Group 1 
Exclude 


From Automatic 
Lac and 


Declassification 


TTKT/^T AHYrii 
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FMi (fffi&lt- 13 - 66 )' 


Transmit the following in 

v.„ * 1 ETKL 


F B I 


Date: 10/23/62 


(Type is plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method o/ 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Casper 

Mr, Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

'Mr. De Loach 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale 

AfrjRpsen 

H|fljFSnllivan--lfc 

Wmr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


TO : DIBBCTOB, FBI: (109-12*810) 

VMM: S^C, WFO (97-1017) (V) 

FOMnOM POLITICAL 1IASTM8 


DECLASSIFY ON: 25) 




Sacleeed for tbe Bureau m nimm copies of a LHM i>| 
dated and ooptioaed m ah oy putting f orth information 
foralobed on 10 / 23 / 62 , \ 

St*o «Ml«Md UP io elauoified "Conf idential" aimoe ) 
the information re »or ted therein lodioatoa enraHHHHHHfllf / 


eoeapoafely roeult 
aoriMRiag nlw i 

ipvpuroaa (laei. 

( (1 - 65-3630) 

HWBjJet 

C») 


herein isu»ci4ssifi«D EtcffX 

iBwmanogpjjjJ- ^ 
%& ' ” 

’//•Mhf, 



* ^ , I 




TTO* COSTAIW© 


«d elneo the inferoatlen couli 
loatlon of an informant of ' 
future effoctqpMHM. 

5 g , 

mpr *m cu/mamfikosSa ' \ 

ONI/OfiVAe^^MT, * 

by routing slip for infa ’ 

Date ) 

/otj-/* \°27a’3P*' i 


10 OCT 25 1962 


/■ 


A' 


ps 


y t 


V ^ 




Approved: 


in (Sljcarge 


XEROX iM i a \ 

mfcr ptfti 


V. I f . • K 

Q o 

I \ \>\\ ® 5 - Q 


we j rm , 
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xi/ts/f 




) 


90s 

w mii im, n 
i *xa»2» 


(105-4470) (d*) 





A' 


cnu ama - utt 

M1m 4I ar« 10 •«*!«• of a 


\ 

|\ 

n 


— ptl o»o < aMbjMta, Om l if wl lw 
fwlilwi to Mflpil ei«4 



J>7C 



(anw* 1 ??.? 0 

«M! 





I 


vtfCV 





•2 NOV 5 1962 


" not recorded 

162 NOV 1 1962 


r 


ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN / <;/ /:/"?// 



Jn Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Uls-TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .USTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- — met i mttm 



This document contains neither recommendations 

nor conclusions of -. 1 . it is the property 

oi the FiSi and is .],■.*• i io your agency; it and 

its contents are not to he distributed outside 
lour agency* 


Mi Htffl 

HWBHA 

owt! 


OT-JT AIM® 



encloses® 

/ 6 - /& ~~£/0 - 
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□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 

(j)(2) 

% (b)(3) 
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OniOMAl tout MO. 10 


UNITED STATES Go 


Memorandu,n 


To Ison _ 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper - 


" J \ i 


TO 


W. C. Sullivan 


r: 


from : W. R. Wannall 


J 5 




subject: 



CUBAN SITUATION 


f'fi M t j it 


.V 


_ 7 OK/t 



date: September 27, 1962 

AU INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein tsjwcu^iFia^ 

wt0£L--K 


the morning of September 27, 1962^ 


State Department, advised Liaison Agent | 

»istanfein Tate office of Senator Jacob K. Javits (Republican-New York), 
asked State 'Department which would be the appropriate agency to 




said the 


le some information possessed by the Senator. 

ator Was contacted in New York by a person who stated he could put 
its touch with a person idio has a "direct line to Cuba." Sic, 

_was advised that we would contact SenatorJavits’ 
Noon, September 27, 1962 , SupervisorflHHBH| 
Field Office (WFO) , was instructed to have an Agent 
“ in the Senator ’ s office . 




ana, at 1' 
Washington 



\ 


\ 


At 12:20 p.m. Supervisor 
and that Senator Javits, 


vised that WFO had contacted 

iq IjT familiar with the details of this matter, would get in touch 
th WFO concerning it. .fcHC 

said he would promptly notify the Bureau following 
the contact by Senator Javits, and, at that time, we will take wha 
action is necessary regarding this information. 


ACTION ; 


For information. 


109-12-210 

RAMidjw# 1 

( 8 ) 1 


y \ 


■/p 



■\r 


- Mr. Belmont 

- Mr. J. P. Mohr 

- Mr. DeLoach 

- Mr. Sullivan 

- Mr. D. J. Brennan 

- Mr. Wannall 


V 


X 





% J 6 

11 OCT 2* 1962 .. 


67 OCT 29 1962 



oct 


/ ✓/// 
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Copy to: CIA/State/MW 
Om/CSI/ACSI 






In Rapty, Plecue Safer to 
FOa No. 


UNwfeD STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,<JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

September 28, 1962 

RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

On August 25, 1962^ information was r e ceiv ed from 
■ to the effect that of the 

Federacion Autonoma de la ' CarneTAutonornou^M^f^^ derat ion ) 
to Cuba, arrived in Uruguay in the first part of AugusT^l552. 3 

According to^^ it was indicated that^HBwould 
remain in Urug uay for an indefinite period. His residence b>' 2 - 
to blc 

3 


b't- 

bl C 



ThiB document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 

the FBI. It is the property of 

the FBI end is loaned to your agency; 

^ i^l jh u e t wib ate not to be 
ittft irfwfcaeyw aewey. 


momt 


) 09 ' ld ~ 


.P~IQ 


3*30 



OPCA-20 (12-3-96) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

^ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


^ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

n (b)( 2 ) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

% (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 

A mi a A tw C2A 

□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 

i\i- A mq 

□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (k)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


It The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

3g3L 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


F B I 

Date: 10/23/62 

( Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




TO* DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 

CLASSIFIED g ft 

from* sac, wfo ( 97 - 1017 ) (p) DECLASSIFY ON; Zwf JJUim y 

FOREIG ^PQLITICAL MATTER S - CUBA JulT^ 

IS - CUBA 

Transmitted herewith are nine copies for the 
Bureau of a letterhead aeao and a like number of FD 323 
dated and captioned a $> above and classified ^•Confidential" 
since they reveal our 


warn .^aiaai ^ 

t J - 


i 


nested that his identity be concealed 


Approved: 


EflSM 


Special Agent in Charge 


ViliW. 


UNREC COPY AND COPY OF ENCL FILED IN 









OPCA-20 (12-3-96) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

A- Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


(b)d) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (10(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency (ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of . 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


yi The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: , . 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 


F 1^-323 (Rev. 1 1-29-61) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Washington 25* D.C. 
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The source Mentioned is in a position to furnish 
reliable information* but contact with him has been limited 
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This document contain, neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Miaai, Florida 
October 18, 1962 




F01EIGH POLITICAL HATTERS - CORA 


Poor Mental Health 
of Fidel Castro 


who has furnished reliable Inf onset Ion 
In the past and who Is a resident alien In the United 
States and active In antl-CASTRO activities, on October 
17, 1962, Mvlsed as follows: 

/On October 2, 1962, j^H received a was sage . 

froa a War sensitive and reliable source in tbST s tf ti O ■ ^ 

of FIBnrCASTKO in Havana. Cuba, Thesouree is in frequent ^ 
eontacfwith CASTRO. The source of HIBHV reported the 
following: 

In the last aonth FIDEL CASTRO °s nental health 
has deteriorated considerably and ha Is obviously un- 
balanced. It is wall known In Havana, Cuba, that he is 
drinking nore and is using drugs. 

On Septeniber 12, 1962, CASTRO aade a terrific 
scene In his office, breaking everything In sight, 
toppling tables, saashing typewriters, and insulting 
everybody. He went berserk for about two hours and Wlag 
that period no one dared go near hia. 

About Septeaber 25, 1962, after a great e meant ion 
in his office, CASTRO was carried put half unconscious and 
babbling, with a streaa of saliva pouring froa his aouth. 


*\ 
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bncjlosub.^ 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


The following day he went to a luncheon at 
the Uruguayan Embassy and arrived there intoxicated. 
He created a scene and forced his way to where the 
Cubans who had been given asylum in the embassy were 
located. CASTRO took off his shirt and challenged 
the asylees to a fist fight. The Charge d' Affaires 
(Acting Ambassador) attempted to stop CASTRO and was 
struck by him. 

PROPERTY OF FBI - This memorandum is loaned 
to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents is 
to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

WASHINGTON 25<$. C. 

October 23, 1962 



FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTER - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 




On October 22, 1962, a confidential informant, who 

^>\ 
i>"/C 

informed the newspaper of President Kennedy's aggres&ve moves 
against Cuba, thereafter describing the seven 
President's speech. The informant stated that 
observations were as follows: 

1. President Kennedy himself stated that he has news 
only about the "preparation of offensive missile bases.” In 
other words, even accepting his argument, he took an aggressive 
move without proof that "offensive missile bases” already 
exist in Cuba. 

2. Even yesterday a spokesman for the Department 
of Defense stated there was no proof to the existense of 
"offensive weapons” in Cuba. 

3. The President let it be known that there is 
entirely no need to wait for an "actual firing of weapons,” 
and it should be considered as a . "maximum danger point. ” In 
other words, the United States is. taking upon itself the right 
of decision of taking aggressive moves qg ainst any country 
even though the United States is not attacked by this country. 


points of the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTER - CUBA 


SECIvtT 


4. Several days ago the New York Times reported, 
using many examples, about the calm on the Cuban front, 
emphasizing that aggressive moves are not confirmed from the 
Cuban side* 


5* Finally, it is worthwhile to remember the 
statement of Cuban President, Dorticos, at the United Nations, 
"tut Cuba is ready to peacefully negotiate conflicting 
matters with the United States* 
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the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
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On October 23, 1962, 
Information in the past 
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adv ised that he had le arned j? i 
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speech qjr J October 22, 1962. 

v w V <* 


ng President Kennedy *<^5^ 


[ stated that he thought President 

Kennedy's speech was excellent and added that from all indi- 
cations Argentina Vould co llaborate with the U nited States 
on any action. 
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CUBAN SITUATION; IS BASH CUBA. 

RE CHICAGO TEL THIS DATE*.' 
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THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL REACTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT-S ACTION OF 

£ 

AT ONE THIRTY PH THIS DATE; SAS OF THIS OFFICE OBSERVED EIGHT 


k 


OCTOBER TVENTYTVO LAST ARE SET FORTH. 


PERSONS PASSING OUT LEAFLETS AT B. S. COURT HOUSE ISSUED BY VOTERS 
FOR PEACE; CHICAGO. TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS GROUP WERE ALSO AFFQglfe 


* 

QRlfe 


FILMED SIDEWALK INTERVIEWS BY LOCAL TV NEWS TEAM. 

LEAFLET ENTITLED BUOTE CUBA DASH WAR OR PEACE UNQUOTE READS IN 




PART AS FOLLOWS.. ^ 

THE REAL THREAT COMES FROM T 
THAT ITS MOVES ARE DEFENS IV 


E. FOR YEARS HCfT-WE TBTVE HBWTAll 
MISSILE BASES iy TURKEY; IttSl &BJ|DT||| BORDER OF 

'J 


<A 


DE CLAIMS % 

Wo | 


THE SOVIET UNI 
AGGRESSIVE. 

END PACE OIL 

W OCT 31 igsfj 
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PAGE TWO CG 109-31 
CUBA CLAIMS ITS BASES ARE DEFENSIVE,. WE CLAIM THEY ARE AGGRESSIVE. 

EACH SIDE IS TRAPPED BY A COMMITMENT TO SUPERIOR DESTRUCTIVE POWER. 

THE RESULT 07 THIS INSANE GAME WILL NOT BE PEACE, BUT A NUCLEAR 
HOLOCAUST THAT WILL DESTROY FREEDOM AS SURELY AS TOTALITARIANISM WILL. 

WE URGE THE FOLLOWING STEPS BE TAKEN,. 

ONE. PLEDGE NOT TO INVADE CUBA. PRESIDENT DORTICOS OF CUBA HAS 
OFFERED TO DISMANTLE ALL RUSSIAN BASES IN RETURN FOR SUCH A PLEDGE. 

LET-S FIND OUT IF HE MEANS IT. 

TWO. ACCEPT BRAZIL-S OFFER OF MEDIATION BETWEEN THE U. S. AND CUBA. 
THREE. OFFER TO DISMANTLE U. S. MISSILE BASES SURROUNDING THE 
SOVIETS IN RETURN FOR SIMILAR CONCESSIONS BY THE SOVIET UNION. THIS 
CAN BE A FIRST STEP IN DISARMAMENT. 

FOUR. CANCEL THE QUARANTINE. ' A QUARANTINE IS AN ILLEGAL ACT 
DASH DASH IN VIOLATION OF THE UN CHARTER 


END PAGE TWO 


SEfifct 

PACE THEE CC X09-31 


AT THE VEIT TIME WE ARE CALL IRC OH THE BN TO TAKE ACTION. 

FIVE. OFFER TO HELP BEVELOP CUBA* CBBA-S NATIONAL REVOLUTION 
IAS COME BNBER THE INFLUENCE OF A FOREIGN POWER. WE HAVE SEEN THIS 
DEVELOPING- BUT WE HAVE OFFERED THREATS* INSTEAD OF ACTS OF 
FRIENDSHIP. LET-S SHOW THE CUBAN PEOPLE THAT THEY HAVE FRIENDS IN 
AMERICA...’ 

ONE.' WIRE OR WRITE PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND THE SOVIET EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON* URGING THEM TO TAKE THESE STEPS TO REDUCE THE TENSION. 

TWO. TALK WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS ANB WRITE YOUR NEWSPAPER TO BBILJS 
PUBLIC SUPPORT SO THAT THE PRESIBENT CAN ACT IN THIS WAY. 

THREE. SUPPORT CANBIBATES FOR CONGRESS WHO WILL WORK TO END THE 
ARMS RACE BASH BASH IN THE SECOND DISTRICT, ■■■■ JT?C 

■■■B IN THE NINTH DISTRICT* ■■■■■■■ IN THE THIRTEENTH 
DISTRICT. 

FOUR. ATTEND THE VOTERS FOR PEACE ELECTION RALLY AT 
MC CORNICE PUCE ON THESBAY* OCTOBER THIRTIETH* EIGHT PM 
END PACE THREE 

SfOfcjf 
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REMYCAB OCTOBER 2k» LAST* 


FOLLOWIN G IB SUMMARY OF* INFORMA TION gURNISHEO TODAY 
BY IMFORMANTS 6 F WHOM 

HAVE FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN FAST* STUDENT MEETING 
AT UNIVERSITY HERE LAST NIGHT ATTENDED BY ESTIMATED WOO 
PEOPLE AND WAS MOST DISORGANIZED* IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT A 
RECRUITING GOITER WAS BEING ESTABLISHED FOR THOSE WHO WISH 
TO GO TO FIGHT IN DEFENSE OF OUBA AND THAT ANOTHER STUDENT 
MEETING WILL TAME PLACE AT SAME LOCATION TOMORROW AT 4 PM* 
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ANOTHER STUDENT PROTEST MEETING SCHEDULED TO BE HELD 
TODAY AT 4 PM AT NATIONAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE HERE* 

COMMUNIST PARTY FEDERAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE BEGAN ISSUING 
HANDS ILLS YESTERDAY ATTACKING UNITED STATES MID CALLING 
FOR PRESSURE ON MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO PREVENT RUPTURE OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN MEXICO AND CUBA* CP ALSO PLANNING 
•LIGHTNING 11 MEETINGS IN SMALL GROUPS TO LEAVE IMPRESSION 
MEXICAN PUBLIC IS AGAINST UNITED STATES* 


ALL OF ABOVE DISSEMINATED TO AMBASSADOR AND INTERESTED 
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SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

Legat, Ottawa (10S-8) (P) 

CUBAN CRISIS, 1962 
FOREIGt KPOLITICAL M ATTERS- CUBA 

ReBucab 10/22/62, received 10/23/62 


There is no question but what the President's speech 
made a terrific impact on Canadians and the Canadian Government. 
Political sources in Ottawa have expressed the belief it will 
"take the heat off" the domestic political issues and all 
parties will probably avoid doing anything which could result 
in the defeat of the minority government and a general election 
in the midst of a world .crisis . Predictably, however, not one 
of the four party leaders, following the President's speech, 
ventured to agree or disagree with the President's action. 

They all acknowledged the seriousness of the situation. The 
Prime Minister was the only one who made anything resembling 
a suggestion when he called for the sending of eight non-aligned 
members of the 17-member United Nations Disarmament Commission 
to Cuba to ascertain the facts about the missile build-up. 

I , rk' I U"? 2^7 

5 - Bureau (1 - Liaison direct) NOT RECORDED^ 

O A4* 4* a / 1 aa * "1 f~\ C cA cY\ /\ im .y 


2 - Ottawa (1-cc 
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105-662) 
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When it was pointed out to him later that this indicated he did 
not accept the President's statement, he was quick to deny this 
and pointed out that his earlier proposal for on-sight inspection 
did not mean he questioned President Kennedy's assessment but , , 

rather that he was endeavoring to put in motion steps which 
might be taken by the United Nations in the event of a Soviet 
veto in the Security Council or if the Soviets should deny the 
existence in Cuba of such missile bases. 


The Leader of the Liberal Party said the thing to do 
now was to prevent a feeling of despair and hopelessness on the 
one hand and panic on the othci'. He pledged his support to the 
Government . 


The Social Credit Leader said it is characteristic 
of Canadians not to panic but to thoughtfully and cautiously 
watch developments with the definite conviction it is Canada's 
responsibility to do what is morally right and make its action 
in that regard known. 

The House Leader of the New Democratic Party urged 
thatclCanada > utilize to the very limit its friendship for and 
its associations with many nations of the world to the end that 
the cause of peace will be well served. 

From V ancouver, British Columbia, SBHHHIi 

of the New Democratic Party, who had been defeated : 

in the June 18, 1962, Federal Election, but v/as elected to 
Parliament in a special byelectiou on 10/22/62, predictably came trir 
out with a statement condemning the action taken by the United ■ ^ 

States, pointing out that for the past 15 years the Western powers 
have been ringing the Soviet Union with missile and air bases 
from which the Strategic Air Command could destroy almost any ' 
city in Russia. 

The Prime Minister has indicated that this sudden 
turn of events will cause a complete review of all of Canada’s 
contacts with Cuba and the Cabinet met in emergency session to 
discuss the Cuban question all morning on 10/23/62. The Minister 
of External Affairs made a statement indicating the closure of 
Canadian airports to Cuban-bound Soviet aircraft occurred "a few 
days ago." This statement was made in reply to a question 
concerning a report that the United States plans to ask Canada 
to shut off its airport to such flights. Typically, the Canadian 
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Government is trying to convey to the public a positive- 1 , and - 
affirmative action in this regard whereas in fact such flights 
under the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
auspices have totaled only two or three a year.- -Details of, 
this were included in i r.y letter of October 10, 1902, captioned 
"FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CAMADA . " 


At the same time the Canadian Government has taken 
no action and there is no indication yet that they intend 
to take any action with reference to Cubana Airlines and 
Czech. Airlines flights between Havana and Prague which 
refuel at Gander, Newfoundland . 

Likewise , the Minister of Trade and Commerce made 
a statement on 10/23/02, indicating there would be no change 
as a result of the new international tension over Cuba to the 
Canadian Government's policy on exports to Cuba. He pointed 
out there has been no official b. S. complaints over the . 
Canadian policy which calls for the shipment of non-strategic 
goods to the z con., try under close supervision to prevent trans- 
shipment of U. :*J, products to Cuba through Canada. 


.’/bile it would appear this would be an opportune 
time lor the Canadian Government to take a final stand on the 
question of the acquisition of nuclear warheads, the Prime 
Minister announced on 10/23/52, that he did not expect the 
Cabinet discussions to deal with this item in connection with 
the current crisis. 


Another place where Canada could stand up and be 
counted would be in connection with the membership in the 
Organization of American States (OAS) , but once again the 
Prime Minister when questioned on 10/23/62, said he did not 
think the Cuban crisis would affect Canada's attitude towards 
joining that organization, although it was possible an observer 
would be sent in connection with the current discussions by 
that organization on the Cuban crisis. 

Canada continues to maintain diplomatic and commercial 
) ties with Cuba but it is believed there may be some move in this 
I regard to express Canada's displeasure with recent developments 
I as referred to by President Kennedy. It was interesting to note 
in this regard that as recently; as the week of October lb, 1962, 
the Canadian Government ordered tie expulsion from Canada of 


- 3 - 


ALBERTO DO ZA HIDALGO, GATQ, Cuban Consul in Montreal, 
ostensibly for possession of unregistered firearms 
following an automobile accident, but, in fact, because 
information fed to the Department of External AffairsP 



There have been no large demonstrations by groups 
in Canada as a result of the President's speech; however, a 
group of students from McGill University and Sir George 
Williams College in Montreal did demonstrate before the 
U. S. Consulate in Montreal, claiming they were not Cubans 
or communists but rather Canadians and Americans who felt 
the halt of shipping to Cuoa would undoubtedly mean war. 

There was a demonstration by a group of approximately 30 
persons described as Fair Play for Cuba Committee sympathizers 
before the U. S. Consulate in Toronto and members of the 
group indicated they hoped to be back with a group totaling 
up to 300 for further demonstrations. In Ottawa the 
demonstrations took a different tact with a group of 
approximately 50 college students from Ottawa and Carlton 
Universities picketing the Russian Embassy with signs 
saying "Cuba Si, Russia No,” 


The editorial comment predictably has been mixed. 

The "Ottawa Journal" on 10/23/32, backed the United States, 
pointing out that free nations can be pushed a long way 
and sometimes too far and that an aggressor would be wise to 
remember the adage: "Beware the fury of a patient man." 

The "Ottawa Citizen" on 10/23/62, was critical 
of the blockade claiming it violated the principle of the 
freedom of the seas which is a principle for which the 
United States itself has fought since the country's beginning. 
It described the action as a mild form of preventive war. It 
admitted the United States had ample provocation but said the 
decision was still a mistake and that it set a precedent which 
could be used by the Russians to advantage at a later date 
and also created great strains among the Western allies. It 
also pointed out that the U. S. in so doing had weakened the 
moral foundation on which it appeals to the neutral countries 
of > the world. 



The Montreal "Gazette" cited prior crises since' 
the end of World War II and said this was but another and « 
called on both sides to show realism as in the past so that 
this would become but another milestone in the process of 
test and probe which has gone on between Russia and the 
United States since 1945. 

The Toronto "Glebe and Hail" was critical of 
the action taken, point j ivv out that it should have been 
taken up through the Security Council of the United Nations 
before the unilateral action was taken. It then went on 
to point out that once the action was taken by the President 
the inescapable facts of geography , political traditions 
and close defensive alliance dictate that Canada support 
the United States in this action which the United States 
has deemed essential to avert a threat to the Western 
Hemisphere . 



This office will continue to keep the Bureau 
adviseu of pertinent developments in the Cuban crisis 
and reaction of Canada to the crisis. 
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The question of Cuba is still a vital one, very much in 
the forefront both in the press and in minds of top officials of 
the Kennedy Administration* Since the Director has occasion to 
discuss this situation from time to time, there is attached a 
memorandum concisely summarizing the background of the Cuban 
crisis and the security threat currently posed by the Castro ^ 
regime* This memorandum may prove of use to the Director in 
connection with his forthcoming California trip. 


The attached memorandum sets forth developments leading 
up to the Cuban crisis, including the deficiencies revealed in 
U. S. intelligence coverage; the Bureau* s role in alerting other 
! U. S* agencies and officials to the communist menace in Cuba; a 
summary of the April, 1961, invasion by anti-Castro forces, in- 
cluding the reasons for its failure; a review of the current 
situation in Cuba from the standpoint of present-day Cuban 
military strength; and a brief summary as to the security threat 
to the Western Hemisphere represented by the Castro regime* A , 
summary of Cuban activities on the West Coast has previously been 
prepared and is incorporated in the brief compiled for the 
Director* s use by the Crime Records Division* 
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Failure of n^ontible 0. S. agencies to anticipate 
collapse of Batista regime in Cuba and emergence of precommunist 
Castro dictatorship resulted in drastic re-evaluation of S. 
intelligence coverage in Latin America during early 1959. 
Although considerable data regarding inherent procommunist nature 
* Castro movement had been available, this information had for 

ited or brought to attest io& of 
Director 1 a briefing of 

:ies 


have 

investigating, since 
communist character of Castro regime 
volume of information to other agencies regarding 
connections of Cuban leaders and over-all security threat posed 
by Castro. Defeat of April, 1961, invasion by anti-Castro 
forces was result of failure to properly assess Castro's military 
strength or coordinate invasion with Cuban underground as well 
as absence of expected internal uprising* Anti-Castro forces 
are now disorganised and believe tint only substantial, direct 
Ut S. military intervention would guarantee success of another 
invasion attempt. Castro's military strength, bulwarked by 
heavy shipments of arms from Soviet bloc. Including MIG fighters, 
is increasing rapidly. Castro now has nearly a quarter of a 
million men under arms, virtually ruling out any possibility of 
uccessful internal uprising. ^ w^matton roNT ' J ' 
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Events of the past three years, confronting the [ 

''ited States with a major crisis throughout Latin America, stem 
ectly from developments surrounding the downfall of the Batista 
'ime in Cuba and the emergence of the procommunist dictatorship 
Fidel Castro* A review of the facts indicates that the U. S. 
/rament was largely unprepared for the collapse of Batista 
January 1, 1959, or for the sequence of events which have 
. ^formed Cuba from a country with the closest economic* 
lit ary and cultural ties to the United States into a virtual 
det satellite. 

Failure of responsible U. S. agencies to anticipate 
>ese developments caused a sweeping re-evaluation of our 
t. telligence coverage in Cuba and Latin America during early 
• 959, Perhaps the chief weakness revealed by this post-mortem ^ 
-was the need for an improvement in funnel ing pertinent inf or- 'p~ 

Nation developed at £ne working leve^ to top U. S. officials* V 
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Considerable information concerning the inherent proconmunist 
character of the Castro movement was available to U. S, intelli- 
gence agencies prior to Castro's rise to power. For the most 
part, however, this information had been reported in piecemeal 
fashion with little effort to coordinate it and, in addition, 
it had not reached top levels of Government, These deficiencies 
were revealed when on January 19, 1959, the Director, at the 
request of then Under Secretary of State Christian Herter, 
conferred with Herter regarding information which had been 
developed by the FBI concerning Cuban developments, Herter was 
highly impressed with the Director's briefing and commented 
on the fact that much of the Bureau's data concerning the Castro 
movement had not been properly evaluated or even brought to his 
attention by lower echelons of State to which our data had been 
disseminated. 

The Bureau's investigative interest in the Castro 
movement had dated back to the Fall of 1955 when Castro toured 
the United States to seek recruits, weapons and funds for his 
July 26 Movement, openly proclaiming his aim of overthrowing 
Batista, We undertook a thorough investigation of July 26 
branches in the United States and in November, 1955, tne Bureau 
disseminated to other U, S, agencies, including the Department, 
the first of numerous reports on pro-Castro activities here. 

After Castro left the United States in December, 1955, we 
continued to afford close investigative attention to his followers 
in this country and by January, 1959, when he gained power, we 
had already reported to other agencies, including State and CIA, 
substantial information regarding the Castro movement. 

Immediately following Castro's seizure of power, we 
sharply expanded our efforts in this field. In part this was 
in response to an increasing reliance placed on the Bureau by 
other agencies and officials for current information concerning 
rapidly moving events in Cuba, Chiefly, however, it was the 
result of a recognition by the Bureau of the serious threat to 
U, S, security posed by the Castro regime. The Director took a 
personal interest in this situation and from the outset called 
vttention to the communist character of the new Cuban Government, 
or instance, as early as January 19, 1959, Mr, Hoover noted that 
ir information seemed to ” substantially establish” that Castro 
d all the top leaders of his movement were communists, ’ At the 
ue time, the Director warned against a tendency to "underrate 
; communist character of Castro's movement.'* 
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The Director's early concern with developments in Cuba 
has been fully justified by the events of the past two and one- 
half years. This period has witnessed a progressive deterioration 
of U* S. -Cuban relations brought about by the veheuent anti- 
American bias of Castro and his principal cohorts and culminating 
in the break of diplomatic relations between this country and 
Cuba in January, 1961. It has also witnessed the steady emergence 
to the forefront of the Castro regime of communist elements 
and the increasing collaboration between Cuba and the Soviet Union, 
Only recently Castro officially proclaimed Cuba as a "socialist 
state" and we have received reliable reports indicating that 
in the near future Castro will merge his July 26th Movement with 
the Cuban Communist Party, Throughout the entire period of 
Castro's rule, including during the early months of 1959 when 
the subversive nature of the new Cuban Government was generally 
minimized in this country, the Bureau has consistently stressed 
this very point. We have developed through sources in the 
United States a considerable volume of information pointing to 
the communist connections of Cuban leaders, concerning the 
procommunist trends and policies adopted by the Castro government, 
and concerning Cuban efforts to promote procommunist ana anti- 
American activities elsewhere through the Western Hemisphere. 
Particular stress has been placed on correlating our information 
wherever possible to present a broad comprehensive picture of 
developments and to bring significant data directly to the 
attention of top-ranking officials such as the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of State, 

HI, Invasion of Cuba, April, 1961 

Plans for the invasion of Cuba were formulated during 
the Eisenhower Administration. When the Kennedy Administration 
assumed office, there was a great deal of discussion within this 
Administration as to the advisability of an invasion attempt. 

Even within the CIA there were divergent views. However, CIA 
Director Dulles and Deputy Director Richard Bissell favored the 
plan and, reportedly, top military leaders Admiral Arleigh Burke 
and General Lyman Lemnitzer of the Joint Staff endorsed It. 

Cuba was invaded on April 17, 1961, by approximately 1,500 anti- 
Castro troops who had been trained and equipped chiefly in 
Central America under CIA direction, They were thoroughly 
defeated within three days and approximately 1.200 of them are 
presently prisoners of the Cuban Government. Their defeat can be 
traced mainly to three factors: (1) failure to properly estimate 
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the strength and capabilities of Castro's armed forces; (2) 
failure to properly coordinate the invasion attempt with the 
anti-Castro underground in Cuba; and (3) failure of /the .Cuban 
people to rise up against Castro as was expected by CIA » From 
a strictly military standpoint, one of the primary reasons for 
the defeat of the invasion forces was the supremacy of Castro's 
air force* This small air force was not wiped out by preinvasion 
bombing attacks, as had been predicted, and quickly sained 
control over the inadequate and obsolete planes of the anti- 
Castro forces* Reportedly, the original plans of the Eisenhower 
Administration included the commitment of American aircraft if 
necessary to maintain control over the beachhead and thus prevent 
the destruction of anti-Castro forces* These plans were 
reportedly changed by the Kennedy Administration with the 
ruling that under no circumstances would American forces become 
involved* 


As a result of the invasion, anti-Castro groups are 
now generally disorganized and .disillusionment with the 
United States, especially with CIA, is widespread* Anti-Castro 
forces now feel almost unanimously that direct U* S* military 
intervention in substantial force will be necessary for the 
success of any subsequent invasion* 


IV. 


it Situation 


Castro's military strength is increasing daily and he 
now has the most powerful ground forces in Latin America, 
consisting of an estimated two hundred thousand militiamen, 
thirty-two thousand regular army personnel, and nine thousand 
members of the national police* These forces are rapidly 
acquiring Soviet-bloc arms of all types and the best available 
estimates indicate Cuba has already received from sixty to 
one hundred million dollars worth of coosunist arms to date* This 
formidable military force virtually eliminates the possibility 
of a successful internal uprising and at the same time it gives 
Castro a considerable potential as regards supporting invasions 
or revolutionary attempts against other Lat in-American countries* 

Although reports that Castro employed Soviet NIG fighter 
planes to repel the April, 1961, invasion have been discredited, 
shipments of NIGs to Cuba did commence in May. 1961, and at the 
present time Cuba is estimated to have approximately 40 such 
planes* We have also recently established the presence of Soviet 
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radar equipment in Cuba. The effectiveness of Castro’s ai'r 
force can be expected to increase rapidly in the future as Cuban 

f ilots. who have been receiving specialized technical training 
n Soviet-bloc countries, return to Cuba. 


The principal weakness of the Cuban aimed forces at 
present lies in the fact that Castro has virtually no navy and 
therefore must rely entirely on his air force and ground forces 
to repel an invasion. This also greatly restricts Cuban 
capability of undertaking an invasion attempt against other 
Lat in-Ame r i c an countries. However, it is significant that a 
high Cuban naval official recently traveled to the Soviet Union 
and various Soviet satellite countries, possibly indicating that 
Castro is seeking naval craft from Soviet or satellite sources. 
(Foregoing data concerning current Cuban military picture 
includes "Secret" and "Top Secret" information.) 


Although the Castro regime is confronted with severe 
economic problems, including shortages of food and replacement 
parts for machinery, it would be unrealistic to hope for his 
downfall based solely on such deficiencies. In this regard 
it can be expected that the Soviet bloc will continue to sustain 
the Cuban economy, as it has been doing for the past year or 
more, even though this involves a clear loss to the Soviet bloc, 

V. Threat to Western hemisphere 

From the very inception of his regime, Castro has 
adopted the role of a standard bearer against so-called "Yankee 
imperialism" in the Western Hemisphere and has made plain his 
intention to export the Cuban revolution to other Lat in-American 
countries. During 1959 the Castro government supported invasion 
attempts against Panama, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic and Haiti, 
all unsuccessful. There have been no actual invasion attempts 
from Cuba since 1959, chiefly because of Castro’s preoccupation 
with events in Cuba itself. However, Cuban efforts to disrupt 
and subvert other governments in Latin America have continued 
in the form of furnishing financial material and propaganda 
support of revolutionary groups, often employing Cuban diplomatic 
representatives as intermediaries. At the same time a variety 
of militant pro-Castro organizations have sprung up in virtually 
all Lat in- American countries, frequently with the assistance and 
direction of Cuban diplomats and agents. 
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Moreover, Cuba has become a center ef^rocammunist 
activities throughout the Western Hemisphere and a haven for 
left-wing political refugees from other Lat in-American areas. 
Former Guatemalan President Jacobo Arbenz, who headed a 
procommunist regime in Guatemala until it was overthrown in 
1954, is broadcasting regularly from Cuba against the present 
Guatemalan Government, Former Mexican President Lazaro Cardenas, 
regarded as leader of the Mexican leftist movement, has been 
regularly praised in propaganda issued by the Cuban Embassy in 
Mexico. 


In a number of instances, the activities of Cuban 
officials in other Lat in-American countries have been so blatant 
as to result in the arrest or expulsion of such officials. 
However, operating in many cases under the privileges of 
diplomatic immunity and availing themselves of the traditionally 
lenient Lat in-American travel restrictions, Castro agents 
continue to travel about freely in their promotion of 
revolutionaiy activities. Despite these provocations, many 
Lat in-American governments have hesitated to take strong action 
against Castro in view of the latter's continuing appeal to 
large segments of the Lat in-American people, notably the 
peasants. 
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On October 27, 1962, a source who has furnished 
reliable inf elation in the past advised as follows: 
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of the National Committee for^.juifaflre 
Nuc l ear_ J o Ii.d^TTt o Id a group of individuals that a number 
bf^acifist groups had sent two telegrams: One telegram 

went to U Thant, Acting Secretary General of the United 
Nations. This telegram requested U Thant to make a personal 
trip to Cuba to insure that the United States will not 
invade Cuba. 


The second telegram was sent to Premier Fidel Castro 
of Cuba, requesting him to cease work on missile sites at 
once. 
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Mr. Gvio 

~ "n Rosen 
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Mr. Trotter. 

Tele. Room 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) m ^ 
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FOREIGN "POLITICAL MATTERS -•’CUBA \ 

IS - CUBA 


wmstsm 


CUBAN CRISIS - 1962 
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This will confirm infb rmation orally furnished to 
the following individuals by Ur, V, H, Nasca of this Bureau 
on October 27, 1962: 


Centra 

Jepa r-Ement 
the Navy ; 
Force and 



Department of 

wmmm ^ r Department of the Air 
mse Intelligence Agency • 
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Mr. Tolso n 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr __ 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoao h 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 


The enclosure has 


lassification "Confidential 11 since it reflects eu* 
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y result; in t the 

ef continuing value and camp 
ness thereof. ^ 
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Bureau (Bncs. ^ 

(1 - 105-11S277) (Cuban Crisis, 1962) 
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AIRTBL 
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by routing slip for info. 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SBC 

*7" 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

October 28, 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


CUBAN CRISIS - 1962 


bl 


With reference to (1) President Kennedy* s letter to 
Nikita Khrushchev indicating that the United States would 
accept, after establishing measures through the UN, to 
eliminate the measures of an enforced blockade and give 
guarantee against an invasion of Cuba, and (2) Khrushchev's 
announcement to remove from Cuban territory Installations 
of arms and strategic defense, the Revolutionary Cuban 
Government states: 

President Kennedy's guarantees of non-agression 
against Cuba do not exist if the following measures, 
together with elimination of the Naval blockade, are not 
adopted: 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
Kile No. 


1. Stop the economic blockade and all the measures 
of commercial and economic pressure that the 

United States exercises in all parts of the 
world against our nation. 


OASSIFlEOBY. 

jLUAS&ElQ!* 1 2 > 



n 7- ; / 


A 


ALL imrORHATTWr crSTJVWS®- 
H2REI N T f, 'S*C1*A SS 1 i 1 50 ELC2r . 
a pagg 3K0K4 0IH3BHri3*« .>*** 



ded from automatic 
ading and 
fication 




CUBAN CRISIS - 1962 


2. Stop all subversive activities, launching and 
disembarking of arms and explosives by air and 
sea, the organization of mercenary invasions. 
Infiltration of spies and saboteurs, all actions 
that are carried out from the territory of the 
United States and from other cohort nations. 

3. Stop the piratical attacks that are carried out 
from existing bases in the United States and 
Puerto Rico. 

1}.. Stop all violations of the air space and navy 
by airplanes and ships of the North Americans. 

5. Departure from the Guantanamo Naval Base and 
the return of the occupied Cuban territory by 
the United States. 


This document contains neither 

recommendations nor conclusions of 
tha FBI,. It is V:;3 property of 
the FBI and is Irr-'d to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 

distributed outside your ageaoy. 




Th is will c onfirm information orall 
Department of State by f 
of this Bureau on October 88, 1962 . 
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Tolson 

Mr. 

Belmont 
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Mohr 

Mr. 

Camper 

Mr. 

CaW'?.n 

Mr. 

Conrad .... 

Mr. 

T)oT 

Mr. 

Evans 

Mr. 

Crdft 

m 

Rosen _/ 

Pnllivan ¥- -- 


Tavel 

Mr. 

Trotter 

Tele. 

. Room 

Miss 

Ho lines 

Miss Gandy 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI *(109-12-210) J 

FROM: SAC, WFO (97-1017) 

T?npgTnwOnr.T»PTr!AT. wtT»mpa - CUBA 


FOREIGN^ 
IS - CUBA 



CUBAN CRISIS - 1962 





Enclosed for the Bureau are 9 copies of a LHM 
dated and captioned as above. 

^confidential informant mentioned thereiAsis 

j 


e to the 


The LHM is classified n Ce 
fact that it reflects our 


and beoause th 

information therein could reasonably result in the 
identification of a confidential informant ef* continuing 
valurelahd compromise future effectiveness thereof. 


INSURE • 

A)- Bureau (Enos. 9) ntCrV<? 

. W (1,- 105-115277) (Cuban Crisis, 1962^ ' — -- 

\ 3 - WFO 

m Jtl - 105-51031) -(Cuban Ctlsis, 1962) IS MOV 1 1SS2 

x CwmSmmjs 

CJJsbmh (j/L t 

(7) CLASSIREDBY^fi * U+Zr 
^T T»»r<CTD £CLASSlFYQJ^^)^y ' 

imvxuiTi 0 v con ta ima> -1 

H SKEI W IS UNCLASSiyigp e *r > ~ 

«HHa 3H0IW (WOTRtlS*. *4^' ^ Copy to: ^ rjj/j 


C. C. WicK 


by routing slip for info, ; 
Date . /O.Z.&...9.~.4£.bf.$.&; 
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/ S?S'//-S'<?/ rn a 




In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




COHPIDafTIAL 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

October 28, 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


CUBAN CRISIS - 1962 



On the afternoon of October 27, 1962, a confidential 
informant, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised the following: 



ALL TTJTORMATKW COffTATTfE® 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPI 
toeke SHOWN OTHERWISE. 


DECLASSIFY ON: 25 KUjtyBWW 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 


/ 

CONFri 

Group 


JTIAL 


tne ruii n is me Excluded from automatic 

the FBI ar; J is loaned to your agenctf^pwngrlding and 
it and its contents are not to be decl^Saj.f ication 
distributed outside your agenoy. 


SECRET 

- /J ^ 


ENCLOSURE 



1 ^ 


This will con firm information orally 1 furl 

Department of Stat^ar^^bol 
^ ^Central Intelligence Agency by 
of this Bureau on October 28, 1962 • 




17 - 2 ( 3 - 4 - 03 ) 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PACE INFORMATION SHEET 

Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or mare of the fallowing statements, whore indicated, 

explain this deletion* 

aKDdedaos were made panaant to the exemptions indicated below with no segrvgaMe material available release to 
yon.' 


Section SSI SssOalSl* 

EKSxI) CKbXTXA) □(dX 5 ) 

□ (bX2) 0(bX7XB) D(iX2) 

□ (bX7XC) D(kXl) 

□ (bX7XD) D(kX2) 

□ (bX7XE) □ (iX3) 

D(bX7XF) 0(kX4) 

D(bX4) □ (bX8) □ 00(5) 

0(bX5) D(bX9) □ (kX6) 

□ (bX6) 0(kX7) 

□ Information pertained only to a third patty with no r e fe ren ce to the subject of yonr request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agencies). These docaments were referred to that agcncy(ics) 
fir review and dnect response to you. 

_ Pagcs ranlain inlonnaion fimiished by another Government «gency(ics). Yon will be advised by die FBI as to the 
rdensabilhy of this information fallowing oar consultation with the other agencies). 

_ Page(s) withheld inssmnch as a final release detonunadon has not been made. Yon will.be advised as to the 
dopoddoa it a later date. 

_ Pages were not considered fir release as they are daplicative of _ . ' 

PaaefaV withheld far die fitUowmareasonlst: 





xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Pagc( s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 




. NVI. 


UNITED STATES (X .RNMENT 

Memorandum 01770 ‘ 

to DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) date: 10/3/62 

FROM MEXICO CITY (109-187) (RuJf^j 

+ / GtJls 

subject: THE COBAN SITUATION 

<VJ0' H *V*r 


Mr. Casper-. 

Mr. Catllaha^^ , 

/62 £je jez 

Mr. jjka 

Mr. M al on m /\ 
Mr. Roaw en t /j 
Mr. Salima QL 
f Mr. Tav^Z_ 

Mr. Trotte r 

Wf 0 * Tele* Room 

n Miss Holm«s_ 
Miss Gandy 


ReBulet to Miami 9/20/62. 


sf 

I* 


(1) The sources and Informants of thevilteflSQ, City 
Office who are of Cuban nationality do not appe* tgjteye 
any potential for returning to Cuba, either beeMfce fcS^helr 
age, their family situation, or thblr commitment^ l^lsxlco. 


a J 

S-Si 


,j j 

'K * I 


MDCreim 

(*> r 


rV.. #1 




(4) No pertinent names of Caban or Latin American 
exiles were located who have volunteered to assist the U. S. 
Government by fighting CASTRO or by going to Cuba to work 
against CASTRO. 


In the event the Bureau desires such Indivi- 
duals to be located In Mexico, Legat, Mexico, feels certain 
that such Individuals can be located, ©lere Is serious 
doubt, however, that It can be effectively determined In 
many cases whether or not these Individuals are reliable and 
trustworthy. 













MC 109-187 



(5) It would appear that Legat, Mexico, has no 
Individuals falling Into this category. 

(6) It would appear to Legat, Mexico, 

most useful general plmydilcl^oe^io^lnvol^^glrect 

b ^) 

D^SSmSt^wouI^D^lncrease^s^po^^o^^?volut 1 onary groups 
within Cuba and the formation of Cuban exile commando groups 
to make hit-and-run raids against vital Installations within 
Cuba. 


Legat 



Is noted tha t the Inf ormation re ceived b; 

does not lend^Eself to the formation of speciflcC5^ 
since most of the Information received Is not detailed. 


hi 

bi(Cta) 


Legat, Mexico, will be alert for ideas and informa- 
tion concerning the above and will furnish any such Informa- 
tion which appeal’s to be pertinent to the Bureau. 






0T 


■> 
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Approved 


67 NOV 5" ig^ial Agent in Charge 


M Per 
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UNITED STATES VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 




MIAMI (105-1747) (P) 


date: 


ski 


subject: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a 


letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above, at 


Miami, Florida 




The second sourc^referred to in the enclosed 
letterhead memorandum is^H^HHfc 


5^0 

b 

w 3: 

•O U- 
stir. CO , 

VO < i 

v 

ui 

o o 


ri; 


\tfe - Bureau (Enc. 9) (RM) 

"2 - New York (Enw^BW&K 1 ) i>,v 
5 - Miami (105-1747 )fccCiD 
(1 - 105-1747 Sub A^ 

li : 

WGF : bam 

(9 ) Copy to: CIA, r;: ‘ 0 / 

Oivi/ 'v- ■ — **V-*wI 

by routing slip iox info. , ^ 


oy routing sup iox mio. 













MM 105-1747 


Two copies. Instead of one, of instant communication 
are being prepared for information of the New York Office 
inasmuch as it is felt the New York Office may desire to 
have a copy available for a file other than the above 
captioned file. 


The enclosed letterhead memorandum has been 
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RE: PORBIOH POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



Another source, who Is a Cuban exile residing In 
the United States and who maintains contact with pro* and 
Castro elements In Cuba and the United States, 
>renae Latin s as a news gathering agency sponsored 
c ontrol led~ by the Cuban So cialist Revolutionary 
Government of Ha vana, Cuba. This "source has furnished re- 
lTable Information in tne past , 


anti -Fide] 
describes^ 
and wholly 


- 2 - 



SEC lyB T 


RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


~ PROPERTY OF FBI — » This memorandum is loaned to 
you by ihe FBI, and neither it nor its contents is to he 
distributed outside the agency to whicfe loaned. 
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SAC, MINNEA FOLIS ( 105 “ * 4 19 ) 


November 


- uo 


d 


DIRECTOR, mi 

to 4- *z -2A? - 

REC* 2? CUBAJN MATTERS 
IS - CUBA 


Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan 
Conrad 


Reference is made to your airtel dated 
October 25 19 & 2 , trananittln^ file -arts Inin; to 

the above -caotined natter. 

In accordance with your request, the 
film has been developed and rinta have been made. 
Hie film, together with the rlnts are being for- 
warded to y.ur office under separate cover via 
re riafcered nail. 


A,0k 

^ CQS 
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v 
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•ill. IMTORMATIQN CONTAIKD 
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Transmit the following in 

AIRTBL 


Via 


(Type in plain text or code ) 
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(Priority or Method 


TO: 


PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: MECHANICAL SECT I O! 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (105-1419) 



SUBJECT: CUBAN MATTERS 

O IS - CUBA 

po c / y 7 Ai Arr# A<, - 

Hiiul i u e e i 'l iin>lffr* B epai alai A io ror : ' 'i b a - roll of 35 mm 

film which contains photographs cn Immigration and Naturalization) 
Service records pertaining to Cuban subjects residing in the 
area covered by the Minneapolis Division. 

It is requested two copies of the film be developed 
and returned to Minneapolis. 


Bure 


Bureau 

package copy 
1 - Minneapolis 
ABJjblp 
(5) 


AIL INHUMATION CONTAMb 

HBSEjjjL t$ 

DATE MLOULS 



a 






tCElVED.- , O. 
RfNTH) 

MLARGEMENTS^O- 
: 0 PlED 

NSPBCTED 



A X 


REC- 2 ? /o*)- 12 - 2/3 


Approved: 




'—S\J . Vr > TT7 

Specia&Agehr in Charge 





1 - Liaison 
1 - Nasca 



/ 


(HI) 109-12*210 - 3 ? 

REC- 31 

Datet November 2 , 19&2 



Tot 


Treat 


Aoetetpnt Chief of Staff for Intelligence 
Department^of the Army 

A tten£l*$m\ \ fF *. Security Dtvimton 

John Edgar Hoover, l/frector 


Subject/ LAX REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF INFORUATION-28-62 (U) 

(NATIONALITIES INTELLIGENCE) 



The oource which fumtohed the information in thia 
matter to in a very deltoate poattion and we are unable to 
authortme the releaae of the data* 



bn M 



Toison 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen - 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter _ . 

Tale.^oom 

Holmes 

Gandy 


VHNtbp 

( 5 ) 
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Extreme caution must be exercised with respect to 
dissemination of the information herein inasmuch as, by its 


nature, said information tends to identify a valuable 


informant, as the source. Unless this information is obtained 


from a source other than it should not be included 


even in paraphrased form — in the investigative section of a 


(312) 
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NY 109-112 


offered him "the contract” to kill CASTRO stated that 
flBP would be given $28,000.00 to build a "drone,” 
^lOOTOOO. 00 for "doing the job," and a $25,000.00 bonus. ^ 

PPPP stated that the aforesaid offer had been 
made to hi^about the time of the Cuban invasion and that 
he has been trying to identify the individual who had 
offered him "the con tract." With reference to this 
individual, 4BBP said, "When all the Cubans, on the 
day of the invasion, were under house arrest temporarily 
in Miami, this guy was the only individual who was not under 
house arrest. That is why 1 suspect him of working for CIA." 



NY 109-112 



stated that although he has no intentions 
of attempting to assassinate CASTRO, he nevertheless desires 
to "go through the motions" of doing so. He said that if 
he should not "take this contract," he is afraid "that they 


will get him on the TRU JILL^gun- running. " By "they" he 
indicated he meant CIA. flHHB "then said that he had a 
"fast boat - a 58-footer" anchored at a 23rd Street pier 
in NYC. He said that he could leave in two weeks to gpL 

through the motions of "performing the contract." 

also stated that the individual who originally offeree 
him the "contract" has continued to press him to accept 
the said "contract." 


b>c 



the informant 


When had finished fumishin 

with the above info, NEEDLEMAN requested that _ 
leave th e informant and him alone for a few minutes. When 
left the room, NEEDLEMAN said to the \ 

informant, "I don’t . When T first heard the 

sto ry, I told it to ^HH^mH^^who is an attorney, 
and told m^rha^yoiwiave to listen to a story like 

this - that you don’t take any chances." 


(For the info of the Bureau, 
is a confidant of NEEDLEMAN and a fellow me 
National Lawyers Guild.) 





the 


According to^|^HHB*» ^his point, 

told NEEDLEMAN that he would leave NEEDLEM^Psoffice by 
a back door and that NEEDLEMAN should tell that the 

informant would talk "to my higher-ups." 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
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FROM: SAC, WFO (97-1017) (P) HEREIN IS UH: 

O RflSI SHOW 0IHJRN15J 

FOREIGN POLITICAL HATTERS - CUBA 
IS - 


Mr. Tofion— 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr — 
Mr. Csr-Jr.. 

Mr. CnlV-w 

Mr. Conra-i 
Mr. 1> T - 
Mr. Evans .. 
. Mr. Gets - 
J I Mr. Rosen .. 


r 


Enclosed herewith are nine copies for the Bnrea 
and a like number of FD 323s dated and captioned as 



V 



ntial” 


ydfOSURE 

■£3s- Bureau (Enel 9) 
72 - WFO " 

(1 - 


Copy to: CIA/Stota/HH® 

om/csi/Acsi 

by routing slip tor into. 


T J : ssb 
(5) 

I 

AIRTEL 

c. a vwcis 




«^t*^EX-103 


j *. 




RFn . 


12 NOV 6 1962 


/Ofc, DECLASSIFY Oft 25 

Approved: — f~* </ Sent 

t> 3 NOV {? pec $fi2 ,, “ l in Ch " ae c 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington 25, D*C. 


October 31, 1962 


Title FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 

Reference Memorandum dated and captioned as 
above* 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 

The source mentioned is in a position to furnish 
reliable information, but contact with him has been limited 
and his reliability has not been fully evaluated. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

» gasgcp 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your ugency. ^ ^ 
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10f-12~210 


r es penslbls for e«rrm|« ef «ur 210,000 ef th« 230,000 

Cuban aliens involved. Thus, it is obvious that recipient offieas 
nut improve coverage of Cuban aliens within pour territories and nust 
assign additional Agents to handle those nest important investigations. 

loginning 12/3/02 and continuing on a monthly basis thereafter, 
reeipionts are to submit the identical statistics requested in Intel 
or radiogram 10/30/62 entitled w 6uben Crisis - 1062." Obviously, , 

Cuban matters are to receive top priority during the present crisis 
and Bureau will net countenance excuses that lack ef sufficient nan 
power is responsible for Inadequate coverage in this field. 


BOTE: 

See cover 
caption, prepared by RSC: 
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TION CONCERNING P^ CLASSIFY QLL 25A.J 2jaf*f~Y' J 

IS - CUBA y-1 _ . 

(J i y-rcA-c. fn /$-T7 &t<s - Cv &/i ■ 


rf^rr 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 7 copies of a 
letterhead memorandum reflecting Information received 
from captioned Individual on 10/24/62* 


It Is noted that 


CV Office In the company o 


the employe r of 
tated 


sited the n 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 

Mv^OH: S^C, WFO (97-1017) (C) 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IS - CUBA 


. _ 

CLASSIFIED B. . 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25) //_AcL7 


The following information is furnished for the informa- 
tion of the Bureau. It is not being placed in a LHM because 
pi-jg the necessary arrangements for the reflected action have ob- 
3 ej viously been made through other government agencies: 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SECRET 

jrr: 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


October 29 , 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL HATTERS - CUBA 
. INTERNAL . SECURITY . - CUBA 



The Cuban Ministry of Foreign Relations replied shortly 
after receipt of the above inforaation that the natter vas under 
study and no reply vas ianediately available. 
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_ peace delegation to Cuba to determine 

what might be done to prevent a war there. Invitations have 
been extended td leaders of peace movements from all over the 
world to endorse delegation and to join it in the 

interest of world peace. 

A group of scientists and political figures have 
already joined with the leaders of the above organization and 
has requested that the Cuban Government receive the 
peace delegation* 

^■[^■kwa s quoted by the Cuban Nission to the United 
Nations a^Htyllg, "This is a peace mission. Its purpose is 
to look realistically into the Cuban situation . and what is 
Required to improve it. Ve also feel that the presence of 
this group in Cuba would act as a moral dissuasion for an 
invasion •" 

noted that the following individuals would 
e peace mission: 
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The above is being furnished to the Bureau in the 
event dissemination is desired. 
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WITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
November 9, 1962 



CALLS ju , mi, 

miMA T- c tJsr 


DEL VEDADO 


On November 8, 196: 

.. * m * -M- ' * _ « - 



a sourc e stated that he resided 

located 


blC 


and took over the premises, which he reportedly used for high 
level meetings between top Cuban leaders and visiting diplomats. 
This source stated that the place was always heavily guarded 
and It was rumored that It was regarded as the number one location 
for CASTRO'S diplomatic activities. 


This source stated that for approximately two months 
between December 196(1 and February 1961, there was continual - 
activity on the groujp&s in this area, it/helag noted that bull- 
dozers and possibly sweam shovels were continually working. In- 
dicated that a large construction project had beam undertaken. 

This source was unable to furnish exactly what had been con- 
structed at this location, but Indicated that It appeared to be — 
some underground construction as there would be no need for bull- 
dozing equipment otherwise. This source could furnish no additional 
pertinent Information concerning the construction at the abofee 
address. * 


The source said this residence could be more specifically 
allocated between Calle 36 (entrance) and Avenue de la Lonla (rear). 
It Is well knom to any person familiar with the Alturas del Vedado 
area of Havana. *u woomm, 

herein is uhcl 


CONTAIK* 



This document Contains neither conclusions nor re- 
commendations of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and 
Is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FB0M; q SAC, MIAMI (105-1747) (P) 




Ihtra Is attached a self-explanatory letterhead 


It is suggested the Legat, Mexico City, way desire 
to furnish the substance of this Inforeatien to the proper 
Mexican police agthefitles in order that they any take such 
action as they ddeM appropriate . 


Extra copies this airtel and LEM enclosed for 
transadLttal te Legat, Mexico City. 
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- Bureau 
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AGENCY 
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File No. 105-1747 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLJTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
November 9, 1962 


BE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


On November 1962, DlC- 

Dade County School Board, Miami , Florida, advised the follow- . 
ing air mail communication, written in Spanish, postmarked 
November 3, 1962, at Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, and addressed 
to the Director of Student Council, Miami, Florida, had been 
received: 


"Before the Press, the student body and before 
competent authorities, we address this to you from 
Metroply in the city of Mexico, in order that you 
may ask for inspections in the underground of the 
race track and the automobile track of the Inter- 
national Airport in the city of Merida, Yucatan. 

We assure you positively that this underground is 
full of arms which are coming from the communist 
regime in Havana placing in danger the lives of the 
inhabitants of the State of Yucatan and Mexico. 

We know from sources in Mexico which are very re- 
liable that these dangers exist. It should be made 
known through all media of information that this 
underground should be inspected. 

" Col. Mexico, D.F. October 31, 1962" 

PROPERTY OF FBI - This memorandum 
is loaned to you by the FBI; neither it 
nor its contents should be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned. 
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by Ralph Allen, a Canadian journalist, depicting 
life in Cuba at the.l^qp^ President Kennedy's 
speech. ...v 
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**$1,000 per death!” Fidel Castro’s hymn of hate against the Yanquis is his one sure rallying cry and source of continued power over his people. 


A CALM REPORT FROM INSIDE CUBA 


Behind the blockade and among the unseen missiles , many Cubans can now see 
clearly the lies and abuses of the Communist regime . But they can y t do a thing 
about them , and gradually Castro hints eif is fading into the background of an 
island dominated by emissaries from the East BY RALPH ALLEN 


On one of my last evenings in Havana — 
to be precise it was the third Saturday before 
President Kennedy announced the blockade — 
a hospitable official of the Canadian Embassy 
invited me to dinner. Through a remarkable 
feat of grass-roots diplomacy he's managed 
to establish cordial relations with a number of 
resident and visiting Communists with whom, 
politically, he has nothing in common except 
a talent for argument. 

Almost certainly the events of the last three 
weeks have already made such gatherings total- 
ly impossible. The only non-Communist guest 
besides me was a British professional man who 
has outlasted two previous dictatorships and 
on that evening still had a dogged but dwin- 
dling hope of outlasting this one. There was a 
young schoolteacher from Canada, the starry- 
eyed daughter of a Communist family in Brit- 
ish Columbia; she’d come out a few months 
earlier to serve the revolution. The fourth non- 
Cuban present was a roving correspondent of 
the Polish government news agency, a man 
who's followed the red flag across the world 
ever since he saw it rise above Warsaw twenty 
years ago. 

To a visitor whose formal contacts with the 
state apparatus had previously brought nothing 
but flabby evasions or stony hostility, the most 
interesting of the guests was a senior econ- 
omist of the ministry of production. The other 
Cubans present were the editor of a magazine 


for Communist eggheads and his recently 
divorced wife, whom he* was now courting 
again. A 

Though the talk ranged from the horrors 
inflicted on the Canadian Indian by the fascist 
RCMP — a subject inrfbduced at intervals 
by the young Canadian tikcher — to the cor- 
rect dialectical interpretation of a recent article 
by Jean-Paul Sartre, it Airways came back to 
“The Russians.” As the evening wore on it 
became apparent that, to the Cubans, the Rus- 
sians had become a far larger presence than 
the presence of their owtP“ Fidel. A vast pres- 
ence, an awesome one, a deeply mysterious 
one. All the Communists, of course, knew the 
Russians in symbolic tefijps, as an ikon, the 
chief article and instrument of their faith. 
They knew them philosophically and dialecti- 
cally and historically, as all good Communists 
must know the Russian*, But they did not 
know them in the flesh; for the Russians have 
avoided contact with the native populace as 
carefully as they’ve sough^to stay out of sight 
of the foreign spies and journalists. For these 
devoted and otherwise sophisticated Cuban 
comrades it was as though, after an eternity 
of aching waits, they found themselves in the 
glory of the Coming only to learn that the 
nature of the Comer remained hidden to them. 

As the evening wore into early morning the 
Polish journalist became more and more the 
focal point of the conversation. He at least had 


seen the real-life Russians in many places and 
many attitudes and no scrap of his observation 
was too small to excite a fresh burst of ques- 
tions. Yes, he had often seen Khrushchov, a 
great man, a simple man. Yes, of course, he 
knew Gromyko, had talked with him many 
times in private. Yes, he had been in Hungary 
and seen how the Russians coped with the 
fascist counter-revolution there; a bitter but 
necessary thing, and done as humanely as pos- 
sible. Yes, he had been in Czechoslovakia. He 
had been in Warsaw too at the end of the war. 
The Russians had been terribly severe but their 
severity had never gone beyond absolute cor- 
rectness. 

To her obvious surprise the Canadian 
schoolteacher, who had had little luck in keep- 
ing the topic of the Canadian Indian alive, 
won sole possession of the floor by a passing 
reference to Russian meat The government 
man tfrew her out. Yes, Russian meat had been 
the coffee-pickers' only meat in the mountains. 
Yes, the peasants were able to buy Russian 
meat sometimes too. 

“Did they like it?” the government man 
asked anxiously. 

‘'When you are working for the cause,” the 
girl said severely, “everything is good.” 

“The Russians,” the ministry of production 
man explained rather lamely, “tin their meat 
in a different way. They cook it lean and 
rendered and add the CONTINUED OVERLEAF 
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“Cuba is not alone." The Comrades come with evidence 
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Cuba’s underground, against Castro’s guns 
is weak and divided. But as this recent picture 
by a French photographer shows, it does exist. 
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fat afterward. Some of our people here in 
Havana have found it strange to their taste.” 

“But this — ” the staunch Canadian girl was 
now clearly lecturing the Cuban official, “is 
all to the good. In that way the people are able 
to take off some of the fat to use for cooking.” 

“Yes, yes,” the Cuban said. Then he added, 
turning it into a dead-pan joke for the benefit 
of the capitalist eavesdroppers: “Two of those 
Russian technicians are working full time at 
the ministry showing us how to tin Cuban 
meat.” 

It was a long time before anyone made an 
explicit reference to war. To a good Cuban 
— i.e. a Communist Cuban — the magic, 
healing, all-purpose word Soviet either erases 
the smaller, uglier word or reduces it to an 
unthinkable abstraction, much as the word 
American or Americanism shields many people 
of the United States from the thought of real 
disaster, real error or real doubt. 

“There cannot be a war,” the government 
official said. The editor and his wife were quick 
with their assent. So was the Pole, who has 
seen so much of war, who saw the last one 
begin over an equally unthinkable battlefield 
in his own country. 

“Cannot?” I asked, literally and genuinely 
astonished. “Cannot possibly? Cannot conceiv- 
ably?” 

“Not over Cuba,” the editor said. “If • 
Kennedy attacks Cuba he attacks the Soviet 
Union." 

“But suppose, just suppose, Kennedy should 
decide the Soviet Union has left him no 
choice.” 

“But that is impossible,” the Castro official 
said. “The Soviet Union will never give cause 
to attack. The Americans are bluffing. All 

Castro’s police state offers few joys to those 
who live there all the time. But companeros 
from abroad find the living gay and easy. 
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that is needed is to call their bluff.” I started 
to remind him that, with no more than a 
simple transfer of labels, these were the exact 
sentences that were sounding assurances on 
the great mainland barely a hundred miles 
away. But by now it was past four o’clock in 
the morning, a late hour even for Havana. 

it is not much wonder that all the perspec- 
tives on Cuba seem distorted from some other 
perspective — too alarmed or too excited; too 
tolerant or too complacent; too hard or too 
soft. Everything about the place is larger than 
life: the subtropical growth, the subtropical 
storms; the hurry of birth and death, the haste 
and chanciness of the crops; the speed with 
which tractors, plows, cars, elevators, houses, 
trains and factories begin to decay at the first 
sign of neglect. While they last — quite a 
number of them get torn down — the statues 
are larger than life too. So are the splashy 
propaganda signs: Patria o Muerte, Our 

Fatherland or Death; Venceremos, We Will 
Conquer; Cuba no esta sola , Cuba is not alone; 
Cuba ist nicht allein, the same assurance in 
German; KYBA HE OAHA, which might not 
pass as adequate Russian everywhere but is 
nevertheless a faithful transcription from the 
wall-newspaper of the Cuban foreign ministry. 
The signs greet you relentlessly. NIKITA y 
FIDEL in block letters the length and half the 
height of an entire warehouse on the harbor 
docks. A crayon posse of Bearded Ones spring- 
ing out as tall as King Kong from the front 
entrance of the Havana Libre (formerly the 
Havana Hilton). A giant painting of Lenin 
above the renamed Lenin Quay. The only 
symbol that’s diminished is the one the posters 
and newspaper cartoons show of Uncle Sam. 
Except for being so palpably degenerate and 
furtive, he could easily pass for the Walt Dis- 
ney dwarf. Dopey. There’s a boulevard named 
for Yuri Gagarin and another for Patrice 
Lumumba. The most continued on page 78 

Planes entering Cuba are grotesquely empty. 
Coming out they're almost invariably full. 
Nearly 2000 Cubans take refuge every week. 
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HOW THE CLASS SYSTEM WORKS IN CANftPA 

Here is new evidence that what your father does and how much 
he earns for doing it are liable to fix your place on the social scale 
— even here in "classless" Canada by Christina McCall newman 


There’s a comforting notion widespread in 
this country that we live, if not in an entirely 
classless society, at least in one where all of us 
are equal in opportunity. In fact, the whole 
concept of class as a governing force in our 
lives is somehow repugnant to Canadians. It 
conjures up pictures of Edwardian dowagers 
deploring the impertinences of the lower 
orders. It contradicts everything our public 
mythmakers, from politicians to high school 
valedictorians, have been telling us for decades. 

The average citizen might concede that there 
may be a thin lower layer of underprivileged 
poor (no doubt on their way up) and a narrow 
upper crust of overprivileged rich (probably 
on their way down), but all the rest of us belong 
to a vast, flexible middle class so inclusive 
that it can’t properly be called a class at all. 

Recently, however, a number of Canadian 
social scientists have been taking a closer look 
at the class question and are convinced that 
there is a class structure in this country, and 
what’s more that it’s actually becoming more 
rigid as our nation grows older and more com- 
plex. 


“Every one of us makes judgments in terms 
of class every day,"' says John Porter, a profes- 
sor of sociology at Ottawa's Carleton Univer- 
sity, who is probably the foremost expert on 
the subject in the country. “We may not call it 
that and we may not know even we’re doing it, 
but class evaluation* are a basic factor in our 
lives.” 

Professor Porter and his fellow social scien- 
tists are investigating, in their academic man- 
ner, just how strong an influence class is in dic- 
tating our way of life. They believe it can affect 
where we buy a house, who our friends are, 
how we’re educated, what kind of job we can 
aspire to and even whether we play bridge or 
bingo, eat sweet pickles or sour-cream cucum- 
bers, drink instant coffee or espresso cappuc- 
cino. 

None of this is in itself surprising. We're all 
aware that some people have more money, 
more power and more prestige than others and 
that the degree to which we possess these 
things can govern the manner in which we live. 
But in observing differences between groups of 
Canadians, social scientists go one step fur- 


ther toward a conclusion of which most of us 
are not aware. 

They believe that influence and prestige are 
inherited to a far greater extent than we real- 
ize, that the people who have them comprise a 
separate class which is perpetuating itself as 
our society evolves; in other words, that power 
and wealth in our community are being reserv- 
ed more and more for the children of the 
powerful and wealthy. (They point out that 
eight out of ten of the men who run Canada’s 
major corporations come from “privileged” 
backgrounds.) 

What’s even more dampening to our notion 
of equality is that the converse also holds true. 
Recent studies by welfare councils in Vancou- 
ver and Ottawa have shown that Canada has 
a group of people who seem to hand down 
from generation to generation a predilection 
for failure. These are the so-called multiprob- 
lem families who have long records of unem- 
ployment, drunkenness, delinquency and de- 
pendence on public welfare. (That failure like 
success can be inherited has been dramatically 
illustrated by tracing continued on page 68 


Who’s on top — and who isn’t — in our own social pecking order as “science" sees it 


CLASS 1 

90.0 judges 

82.5 Dentists 

81.2 Physicians and surgeons 

78.8 Lawyers 

76.6 Engineers 

73.2 Architects 
CLASS 2 

72.0 Professors 

70.9 Stock and bond brokers 

69.8 Veterinarians 

67.7 Finance managers 

67.3 Osteopaths and chiropractors 

66.7 Professors, female 

65.1 Officers, armed forces 

65.0 Air pilots 

63.4 Librarians, female 

63.4 Authors, editors and journalists 

62.2 Social welfare workers, female 

62.2 Osteopaths and chiropractors, female 

62.2 School teachers, male 

62.0 Librarians 

61.8 Accountants and auditors 

61.4 Authors, editors and journalists, female 

61.0 Clergymen 

60.6 Government service officials 

58.2 Insurance agents 

58.0 Advertising agents 

57.6 School teachers, female 

57.6 Artists and teachers of art 

57.4 Nurses, female 


57.0 Social welfare workers 
CLASS 3 

56.9 Actresses 

56.7 Commercial travelers 

56.4 Radio announcers 

55.0 Artists and teachers of art, female 

54.8 Purchasing agents 

54.1 Stenographers and typists, female 

54.1 Conductors, railway 

53.7 Music teacher? 

53.4 Office appliance operators, female 
52.3 Window-decorators, female 

52.2 Nurses, male 

52.1 Actors 

52.0 Stenographers 
CLASS 4 

51.9 Bookkeepers and cashiers, female 

51.8 Photographers 

51.6 Toolmakers 

51.3 Undertakers 

51.2 Office clerks, female 

51.2 Bookkeepers and cashiers 
CLASS 5 

50.4 Compositors 

50.2 Policemen 

50.2 Office clerks, male 

50.0 Music teachers, female 

49.8 Firemen, fire department 

49.6 Telephone operators, female 
49.6 Electricians 

49.3 Auctioneers 


49.2 Farmers 

46.8 Other ranks, armed forces 

46.8 Plumbers 

46.2 Barbers, female 

46.0 Liquor and beverage workers 

45.9 Postmen 

45.5 Cabinet and furniture makers 

45.4 Butchers 

45.4 Miners 

48.2 Canvassers 

47.2 Sales clerks 

47.2 Welders 
CLASS 6 

45.0 Sales clerks, female 

44.7 Prospectors 

44.4 Service station attendants 

44.0 Tailors 

43.8 Bakers 

43.6 Barbers, male 

43.6 Truck drivers 

43.3 Chauffeurs 

41.8 Nuns 
, CLASS 7 

41.6 Janitors 
41.2 Waitresses 
41.2 Longshoremen 

37.4 Charworkers and cleaners, female 

32.0 Hunters and trappers 

This scale, based on an income-education formula, 
is part of a study by Bernard R. Blishen in the Ca- 
nadian Journal of Economics and Political Science. 
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Whenever you leave town, 
carry money only you can 
spend: Bank of America 
Travelers Cheques. Loss- 
proof, theft-proof, cashed 
only by your signature. 
Sold at banks everywhere. 




THE CIBAN 
CRISIS 

continued from page 17 


Applause and “Viva Kennedy!” 
as the refugees fly into Florida 


endearing sign of all is a Broadway- 
style edifice of neon that was built on 
the beautiful waterfront highway, the 
Malecon, in observance of the fourth 
year of the revolution, officially desig- 
nated as the Year of Plantation 
The same evil gremlin got into it who 
used to distribute those placards read- 
ing Thimk: this one, with four letters 
of its proud message blacked out, 
shines forth as A no de Planif ion. 

Since the margin between truth and 
treason is almost indistinguishable and 
to many Cubans neither’s worth the 
risk, the rumors burst like orchids. 
Fidel shot seven more in Cabana 
prison last night; last night Fidel shot 
seventeen more; they shot seventeen 
Awre last night, my sister heard the 
guns and cries; the Yanquis have set 
the invasion for November the sev- 
enth, the day after their election; the 
Yanquis have decided to invade on 
Christmas Day; the Congolese steve- 
dores that the Russians have brought 
in to unload their ships — so nobody 
can talk to them of course — not only 
have rings in their noses but carry 
Spears; the Russians have set up an- 
other atomic base and another prison 
camp; the whole of Camagiiey is on 
fire, all the regular soldiers there have 
been killed and half the militia have 
deserted. 

Going into Cuba or coming out 
again, this sense of enlargement is still 
all around — a sense of enlarged ap- 
prehensions, enlarged expectations and 
very large and genuine tragedy. On 
the trip from Miami to Havana even 
the emptiness of the twice-a-day Pan 
American clipper seems grotesquely 
overdone. Usually, along with the 
little mountain of food parcels that 
people on the outside are still allowed 
to send to people on the inside, the 
big plane carries no more than half 
a dozen passengers, all of them as 
silent and uncommunicative as a cast 
of characters by Graham Greene. On 
the way back to Miami the plane 
seems impossibly full. All its 109 seats 
are always occupied, except those re- 
served for and missed, at the last 
minute and perhaps forever, by the 
unfortunate three or four whose 
papers, appearance or meagre belong- 
ings have failed to pass the final 
inspection at the airport by the immi- 
gration authorities, the customs au- 
thorities or the secret police. The chil- 
dren, who are dressed to the nines and 
scrubbed as though for their first 
communion, succumb to the excite- 
ment from the moment the wheels 
come up, rushing back and forth 
across the aisles to catch a view of the 
handsome Havana waterfront; the 
storied old pile of Morro Castle, the 
white shaft of the Jose Marti monu- 
ment, the green hills going down to 
the green sea and many other things 
some of them will never see again. 
The older people sit still and quiet. To 
get this far they’ve waited between 
two months and a year or more, an- 
swering questions, filling out forms, 
giving up all they own without any 
hope or claim of recompense, and 
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wondering inevitably whether they've 
made the right choice after all. Now, 
even at the symbolic moment of be- 
coming airborne, they don't press 
their luck by cheering or even speak- 
ing more than a word or two of part- 
ing recognition. The man in the seat 
ahead could be from Castro’s G-2, 
the plane could develop engine trouble 
and have to turn around again, the 
place they're going to could be as full 
of heartache as the place they’ve left 
behind. At the first sight of Key West 
someone starts a polite round of ap- 
plause and it’s repeated in greater 
volume when the pilot announces 
they’re near Miami. Only when the 
wheels are down again does someone 
venture a shout of “ Viva Kennedy!” 
The rest join in, straining now to find 
and wave to their friends and relatives 
on the skydeck of the airport. 

Refugees: patriots or freeloaders? 

There have been endless arguments 
about the real character and motiva- 
tion of the Cuban refugees. Are they 

— as some of them certainly were in 
the beginning — the frightened and 
guilty accomplices of Batista looking 
for a place to hide? Are they genuine 
patriots willing to give up their coun- 
try for the chance of making it free? 
Are they — to put it as crudely as 
some of the crowded and impatient 
people of Florida have begun to put it 

— mere trouble-making opportunists 
and freeloaders on the generosity of 
the U.S. A.? I’ve talked to many of 
the early ones and recent ones both, 
and am convinced no one will ever 
find a blanket statement to fit them 
ail. They're not heroes and only a 
minority of them claim to be. They’re 
fairly ordinary people who made the 
agonizing discovery that the place of 
their birth had ceased to be a tolerable 
place to live in, for them or for their 
children. The basic things that brought 
them to pay the bitter cost of exile 
are much the same as those, before 
the wall went up, that sent people 
streaming out of East Berlin. It's not, 
any longer, a political flight. The 
mistrust of socialism as such was an 
important factor only among the first 
waves of the absconding rich. Even 
when Castro made his dramatic an- 
nouncement that he’d always been a 
Communist in disguise there was no 
widespread sense of shock. Most of 
the people who’ve come to mistrust, 
fear or hate him do so not as a matter 
of ideology but as a matter of day-to- 
day living. He’s surrounded them with 
soldiers; man soldiers, woman sol- 
diers; regular soldiers, part-time sol- 
diers; real soldiers, play soldiers; girl 
soldiers, boy soldiers; soldiers on 
every street and at the entrance to 
every public building. Cubans are in- 
stinctively nervous about soldiers of 
any kind, of whom they have seen too 
many under the rule of too many 
caudillos. In addition to investing 
them with soldiers, Castro has placed 
his voteless and voiceless citizens un- 
der the surveillance of block com- 
mittees, the civilian vigilantes who 
have the right and duty to observe 
and report on every detail of their 
neighbors’ conduct, from the parcels 
they bring home to the hours they 
keep, the friends they visit and the 
friends who visit them. He has liqui- 
dated the private farmer by absorbing 
him into a collective farm, and now 


he's liquidating the collectives by 
making them fully state-owned. He's 
wiped out the laborer’s right to bar- 
gain for his hire (even under Batista 
strikes were permitted). He’s abolish- 
ed the wicked free-spending tourist 
from the U. S. A. and replaced him 
with the earnest, frugal tourist from 
South Viet Nam, People’s China, 
Mexico or Czechoslovakia. He's rout- 
ed Marilyn Monroe out of the movie 
houses and replaced her with message 
films from the USSR. He’s denuded 


the bookstands, newsstands and record 
counters of all reading and all music 
that doesn't have a socialist theme or 
a socialist source. 

Most important of all to the aver- 
age Cuban, Castro isn't delivering 
enough food. The ration is a meagre 
one. three quarters of a pound of 
meat a week, five eggs a month, milk 
only if there are children under seven, 
fish and fruit often absolutely un- 
obtainable. on the ration or off. 
"We’re a banana republic all right,” 


a Cuban householder said to me after 
we'd visited half a dozen pharmacies 
in the hope of finding some medicine 
for his wife. “The only difference is 
that since the Yanquis moved out and 
the Russians moved in we haven't 
even got the bananas.” 

Among the disgruntled consumers 
there’s a widespread suspicion that the 
bananas, oranges and coconuts, like 
a high percentage of the basic crop 
of sugar cane, are going to the com- 
munist countries in hard horse-trades 
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for wheat, oil, soap, lard, canned 
meat, guns, planes, trucks and trac- 
tors and political concessions whose 
ultimate cost is beyond guessing. But 
no matter how much speculation goes 
on about the reasons for the consumer 
shortage, there’s no reason to specu- 
late about its existence. Even the tight 
rationing hasn’t stopped the store- 
shelves from falling bare. I window- 
shopped many corner groceries, both 
in Havana and in the villages and 
towns of the nearby countryside, in 


which the entire stock consisted of 
three or four dozen tins of vegetables 
or fish and one big sack of beans and 
another of rice. When the meat shops 
open to dispense the ration they in- 
variably attract long and far from 
cheerful queues. 

It is trickier to make generalizations 
about the restaurants and trickier still 
to make them about such capitalist 
left-overs as bars and girlie joints. The 
restaurants fall into two classes, those 
that have been nationalized and those 


that haven't. The nationalized ones 
usually have food of some kind to go 
with the unfailing supply of unfailing- 
ly magnificent coffee. It is not pro- 
hibitive in price — twenty-five cents 
for a bowl of soup, twenty cents for 
a couple of dry rolls, seventy cents 
for a plate of enchiladas — but the 
quality is appalling. 

The un-nationalized eating places 
have either gone broke because of the 
lack of supplies or, in a very few 
cases, have made grey-market or 


black-market arrangements which per- 
mit them to serve a good three-to-six- 
dollar meal for roughly twice that 
much. 

In the big hotels frozen daiquiris 
are still available at sixty cents. The 
smaller rum mills peddle an imitation 
Bacardi-and-cane-juice. The gambling 
casinos are closed, but the state lot- 
tery is still a major industry. Cock- 
fights flourish and the Havana race- 
track stays open two days a week with 
the help of some of the least agile 
horses and the most agile jockeys in 
the hemisphere. The little nightclubs 
along the Prado and its side streets 
have clung valiantly to their pre-revo- 
lutionary schedule of shows at mid- 
night and three a.m. They’re sexy, 
tuneful and non-political. Not so the 
bigger and more lavish revues in the 
former playgrounds of the inter- 
national movie and gambling sets, the 
Tropicana, the Riviera and the Capri. 
There the chorus lines start out pure 
Latin but at least once a night they 
smother themselves in Cossack 
smocks, jeans, boots and Astrakhans 
and come back for a Russian number. 
The night I was at the Copa room 
of the Riviera, they drove the theme 
home even harder by throwing docu- 
mentary movies on a screen composed 
of chorus girls and having the tenor 
sing a specially composed song call- 
ed The World with Cuba. 

A room fit for Al Capone 

These dubious pleasures, of course, 
never were a major concern of the 
populace and can’t be considered a 
major index of the state or temper 
of the nation. A much better barom- 
eter, statistically at least, may lie in 
the curious condition of the currency. 
From one point of view it's astonish- 
ingly healthy; from another it’s sick 
to the verge of death. The Cuban peso 
is pegged at par with the U. S. dollar 
and in terms of domestic buying 
power — when you can find things to 
buy — it’s worth that much or even 
more. For ten pesos a day, which 1 
paid virtuously in ten honest dollars, 
the Riviera Hotel gave me a water- 
front room fit for Al Capone. For one 
dollar in Havana you get a longer 
taxi ride than you get in Toronto for 
two. Once you’ve adjusted to the fact 
that it will be either inexpensive and 
awful or pretty expensive and fairly 
good, the real, one-dollar-for-one- 
peso, cost of a meal in Havana repre- 
sents as fair a gamble as any random 
meal in Montreal or New York. On 
consumer goods obtainable and sold 
legally the prices are comparable to 
Eaton’s or Dominion Stores. 

But when the peso is thrown on its 
own, without controls or support, it 
shrinks to as little as a tenth of its 
official size. On the main street of 
Miami there’s a store that stocks per- 
fectly genuine fifty-peso Cuban bills 
and sells them, as openly and lawfully 
as soap flakes, at two for fifteen 
American dollars. That’s a rate of 
nearly seven pesos to the dollar, as 
compared to the official one-for-one. 
And even in Havana, where to be 
caught undermining the currency 
could mean a long prison term or 
even death, the rate of exchange is 
governed mainly by the proximity of 
the cops. 

This lack of confidence in the econ- 
omy may be, as the Cuban press in- 
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sists, no more than a lingering sign of 
capitalist decadence and cupidity. But 
there are other evidences of malaise 
that can’t be shrugged off, no matter 
how much they may be deplored. The 
most apparent one is the shortage of 
spare parts for machinery of all kinds. 
To a far greater extent than Canada 
has ever been, Cuba, before Castro, 
was an appendage of the United 
States business plant. Eighty percent 
of its imports came from the U. S. and 
it imported with a manic zest. Coca- 
Cola, Gillette Blue Blades, Double- 
mint Chewing Gum and Gerber Baby 
Foods were part of the Cuban way of 
life. Castro's expropriations, and then 
the total collapse of trade and diplo- 
matic relations, paved the way for a 
binge with the stockpiles, and if they 
couldn’t be replaced no vast harm was 
expected to ensue. But long after the 
last smacks were exchanged over the 
last of the brand-name goodies, it 
came sadly home that Cuba’s whole 
industrial underpinning was built on 
cam-shafts, carburetors and universal 
joints that came from the U. S. A. too. 
Now — in cars, in tractors, in cement 
mixers, in trains — the parts are 
breaking down and the places that 
used to fix them are closed up. Spare 
parts have become so general and 
generally melancholy a subject of 
conversation that when that’s the sub- 
ject it's hard to separate the Fidelistas 
from the anti -Fidelistas. 

“I was looking for a spare part for 
my car,” an anti -Fidelista cab driver 
said. “1 needed the same thing once 
before and they charged me twenty- 
eight dollars. This time I spent six 
days finding the part and they charged 
me a hundred and seventy-five dollars 
to put it in." 

"The cable isn’t vanished," a pro- 
Fidel militiaman said as he escorted 
me, on foot, to the top of a tall build- 
ing. “It is merely worn. If it should 
go the elevator will go. For the time 
being it would be desirable to have a 
new cable.” 


PARADE 

Unbroken record 

Remember the Glassco Commission s 
report that government bureaucrats 
spend half their time typing six copies 
of everything and stashing them away 
hy the ton in government files? Didn't 
believe it, eh? Well, we’ve just had a 
dispatch from a Parade spy in uni- 



form at an army outfit somewhere on 
the prairies, who reports what hap- 
pened when a militia quartermaster 
wrote headquarters asking permission 
to destroy old records to save storage 
space. Back came this reply: “Per- 
mission is granted to destroy all stores 
records more than three years old, 
provided an officer is present and 
provided a certified copy of all docu- 
ments is made and retained.” 

Parade pays $5 to $10 for true anec- 
dotes. Address Parade cfo Macleans. 


Sugar production is down in 1962, 
twenty percent down from the big 
crop of 1961. It will be down again 
in 1963 but is expected to come back 
in 1964. One reason why these predic- 
tions can be made so far ahead is this 
year’s drought. Another is the recent 
history of under-planting and over- 
cutting and the lassitude and over- 
optimistic movement to the cities of 
the experienced cutters. A man who 
grew sugar and cattle under three dic- 
tatorships and miraculously stayed out 


of political trouble with all of them, 
showed me his government-stamped 
books. On his ranch the average kill- 
ing weight of a steer used to be more 
than a thousand pounds. After expro- 
priation it dropped to eight hundred 
pounds— “everything in a hurry and 
now we’re short of meat and leather 
both.’’ Milk production went to half 
and in some months to a fifth. “When 
they collectivized us the cane cutters 
were put on a base of seventy-five 
cents a day and when the crop was 


measured they were supposed to get 
a sharing bonus. But they didn’t get 
the bonus and they quit showing up 
and now they have Peoples’ Harvests 
— starry-eyed kids rushing out from 
Havana shouting slogans and singing 
songs and cutting their own legs off. 
Not everybody can handle a machete. 
Aside from the labor, which is terri- 
ble, you have to know how high or 
how low to cut, and what canes to 
leave standing so next year’s crop will 
be all right. Now they’re talking about 



“I did, Mr. Simpson. It’s empty air- 
way. Remember the letters you sent out 
this morning? We’re out of postage,— 
again. 

“I would like to suggest that we do 
away with sticking messy little stamps, 
running out of stamps, locking up a 
stamp box, worrying about the postage 
account— and get a postage meter !” 

A postage meter prints postage — 
directly on the envelope, or on special 
tape for parcel post. It always has the 
right postage, for any kind of mail. 
Prints a small ad, if you want one, with 
every meter stamp. Seals the envelope. 
Saves fuss and time in mailing. Also 
does away with pre-stamped envelopes. 

Postage in the meter is protected from 
loss, damage, misuse ;and is automatically 


accounted for on visible registers. 

It’s easier to buy— the postoffice 
sets the detachable meter for as 
much postage as you want to 
buy. Metered mail takes less 
handling in the postoffice, can 
often get away earlier. 

Any small business can now have 
metered mail — with the little, low-cost 
DM desk model postage meter mailing 
machine. Over one-third of DM users 
average less than $ 1 a day for postage, 
like the meter for its convenience. 

Powered models for larger mailers. 
Like a demonstration? Call any Pitney- 
Bowes office— in 148 cities. Or send the , 
coupon for free booklet 

FREE: Handy Postal Slide Guide with rates for 
all classes of mail. 


^ Pitney-Bowes 
■=■ Postage 


Offices in alt principal cities coast to coast. 


w,t l5 S I 

* 1 

Pitney-Bowes of Canada, Ltd. 

Dept. 132$, 909 Yonge Street 
Toronto 5, Ontario 

Send free □ booklet Q Postal Slide Guide to: 
Name _ 

Address _ 
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An umbrella is not enough 

Mr.Mayhue An umbrella is fine protection 

from the rain, but it makes a disastrous parachute. As 
Mr. Mayhue will learn the hard way, it pays to match your 
protection with your needs. 


It's the same with insurance. Protection that doesn't match 
your family's needs can have unfortunate results. 


No one is better qualified to help you plan proper protection 
than your Crown Life agent. He’ll help you analyse family 
needs and recommend a Crown Life program that meets 
these needs completely and economically. 


For example, he may suggest Crown Life’s exclusive Special 
Premium Endowment Plan. This remarkable plan gives you 
more money to spend today, yet more money tomorrow 
when it will be needed most, S.P.E. guarantees life insurance 
protection if it is needed or all your money back at age 65 
plus a profit. Ask your Crown Life representative to explain 
this unique, inexpensive plan. For the rainy days in life, it 
beats umbrellas all hollow. 


SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE SELECT 

CROWN LIFE 

CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY / ESTABLISHED 1900 / TORONTO. CANADA 


solving the problem with machines. 
Machines have been tried here before 
and they just don’t and, in my opin- 
ion, can’t work. The rows are too 
thick and rank and the fields are too 
soft and heavy.” 

The economic troubles of the Cas- 
tro regime and the dissatisfaction of 
its subjects don’t necessarily mean it’s 
doomed. Over the short haul it proba- 
bly means the opposite, for with the 
Yanquis to blame for everything the 
government has a scapegoat equiva- 
lent to Hitler's Jews. Castro has just 
fought, and apparently won, a hard 
battle with the “old” Communists and 
emerged in control of the whole appa- 
ratus of power. This includes nearly 

100.000 members of the regular army, 

300.000 members of the militia, and 
the far larger complex of people who 

^sit behind the rubber stamps and busi- 
ness forms. The left-wing intellectuals 
are still with him and so are the stu- 
dent boarders, the teen-agers who’ve 
moved by the thousand into the re- 
ryonverted villas of the Miramar. “It’s 
crazy to talk about another rising,” 
one man said to me. “Fidel owns the 
guns, the pens and the blackboards. 
Who wants to rise?” 

How much this uneasy state of 
pacification depends on the presence 
of the Russians, and its implications, 
is anybody’s guess. Russian-watching 
is a universal hobby, and not a simple 
one, for most of the Russians hide 
out in simple shirts and jeans. Actual- 
ly 1 didn’t see more than fifty of them 
in the time I spent in Cuba, and even 
those would be difficult to verify. But 
my zeal in seeking them out was con- 
siderably lessened when the official 
spokesman of the foreign ministry 
-told rr.c there were “many” Russians 
in the republic and there would no 
doubt be many more. 

As the man at the foreign office was 
indicating, the precise number of Rus- 
sians in Cuba is not the pressing issue. 
The kind and quantity of offensive 
weapons the Russians have installed 
there, of course, is another matter but 
not one that a visiting journalist can 
probe accurately without getting shot. 
But he can assess Castro’s gains and 
losses in the war of ideas. 

“A thousand dollars per death!” 

As already indicated here, Castro's 
taken a huge propaganda defeat 
through his inability to provide his 
country with a better life. But other 
dictators have inflicted worse fates on 
their people and gotten away with it. 
Castro has an almost incalculable 
backlog of anti-Americanism going 
for him. The incredible Bay of Pigs 
invasion of April, 1961, was only its 
climax. Long, long before that until 
Franklin Roosevelt stopped it, the 
U. S. Marines were in the habit of 
planting the U. S. flag almost any- 
where they chose below the Mexican 
border. The Monroe Doctrine* for- 
bidding European nations to expand 
in the western hemisphere, was a prop 
that many Latin strong men leaned 
on while it suited them. But the Platt 
Amendment, permitting the U. S. to 
intervene in the affairs of Cuba in any 
way it decided, has been at the dis- 
posal of anti-American Latin orators 
for fifty years. It was actually in effect 
until 1934. 

Castro's use of the U. S. whipping 
boy is unlimited. “In this continent of 


“OURS is A 
CAPE COD HOUSE... 
OUR SPODE 
BLENDS IN PERFECTLY1" 



The wonderful thing about exquisite Spode 
dinnerware is that it adds beauty and dis- 
tinction to every period, every background. 
Its delicate hand-painting produces a richness 
of colour that can be attained no other way. 
So, give your home the ageless elegance that 
has delighted generations, choose Spode! 
Write for folder. 



Distributors: Copeland & Duncan Limited. 222 Bay St.. Toronto 
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Do you want to 

STOP SMOKING? 

Bernie Faloney tells how! 


Here's a little tablet that can 
help if you want to quit or cut down ! 

”/ can quite honestly recommend 
Bant r on to anyone who wants to give 
up smoking , has tried and can't do 
it." In a series of tests it was shown 
that men and women who wanted to 
quit smoking stopped when they 
took Bantron. 

Just take 3 Bantron tablets a day, 
after meals, for four days. Then only 
2 a day until all desire to smoke 
leaves you. Try it for 5 to 10 days, 
and see! 

Bantron acts as a substitute for the 
nicotine in your system, it helps curb 
your desire for tobacco but does not 
affect your taste. It can be bought at 
all drug stores and department 

Bantron 

Price SI. 50. . , ® 

Smluitf hlirrul ToMtH 
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.»e.ni wolonies,” he shouted last winter 
to an audience of nearly a million, 
‘there die of hunger or curable dis- 
eases or of premature old age, some 
four persons per minute, some 5.500 
per day, two million per year, some 
ten million each five years. These 
deaths could easily be averted, but 
nevertheless they continue. Two thirds 
of Latin America's population lives 
briefly and lives under the constant 
threat of death. In fifteen years this 
holocaust has brought about twice as 
many deaths as the First World War. 
and it still rages. Meanwhile there 
flows from Latin America to the 
United States a constant torrent of 
money: some $4,000 per minute, $5 
million per day, $2 billion per year, 
$10 billion each five years. For each 
thousand dollars which leaves us, one 
dead body remains. A thousand dol- 
lars per death! That is the price of 
what is called imperialism. One thou- 
sand dollars per death, four deaths 
every minute!” 

No special credit for Canadians 

What s surprising about this sort of 
thing isn’t that it’s listened to and 
obediently cheered, but that when the 
noise dies down, nobody takes it very 
seriously. The average Cuban just 
does not hate the Yanquis. As one of 
the very few non-Communist, un- 
sponsored. English-speaking visitors 
they’ve allowed into Cuba lately, I 
was an object of curiosity everywhere 
I went. From experience in other 
places abroad I've concluded that it's 
always a good idea for a Canadian to 
identify himself as such; you get credit 
for the virtues of both the Americans 
and the British and escape the blame 
for their faults. In theory this should 
have been particularly true in Cuba, 
for our refusal to join the U. S. boy- 
cott, at least until Kennedy’s missile 
announcement, made as many head- 
lines in Havana as in Miami. But 
people I met in Cuba made it perfect- 
ly clear that they were far more im- 
pressed by the stand of the United 
States than by the stand that was 
taken by Canada. 

One of these men was a university 
professor from Belgium who's been 
firmly persuaded by a Cuban official 
that Canadian trade with Cuba was 
three times as large as it had ever 
been ( in fact it dropped off to almost 
nothing even before Oct. 22, because 
they had no money). 

I had to double back to Washington 
for an interview with Jose Miro Car- 
dona, a former prime minister of 
Cuba, a brief but quickly disillusion- 
ed champion of Fidel and now the 
head of the Cuban Revolutionary 
Council. “The Canadians,” he remark- 
ed amiably, “are the Phoenicians of 
America. Their ships and their car- 
goes go where there is business to be 
done.” 

It's an insulting remark but not an 
easy one to answer. For many months 
the Canadian Embassy in Washington 
has received more difficult and hostile 
questions about Cuba than about any 
other single matter. To President 
Kennedy's announcement of the mis- 
sile bases on Cuba, External Affairs 
Minister Howard Green responded 
with an announcement that Canada 
will allow no more Russian aircraft to 
land here on flights to Cuba. But the 
cabinet, in view of the fact that all 


shipments from Canada to Cuba were 
already being inspected to make sure 
they included no weapons, decided 
that for the time being the U.S. 
Navy’s “quarantine” left our position 
unchanged. On Oct. 23 in Ottawa, and 
for how much longer no one could 
foresee, it was business as usual. Some 
Canadian trade officials I talked with 
in the U. S. and Cuba are convinced 
that this will turn out to be very bad 
business for us indeed. More than one 
U. S. businessman has threatened — so 


far informally and unofficially — that 
if we persist, we can expect unofficial 
boycotts of Canadian goods in the 
U. S. that will far exceed the trifling 
trade weTe carrying on with Cuba 
now. But for many Canadians in these 
last weeks the issue has been one 
not of commerce but of conscience: 
in its simplest terms, whose side are 
we on? 

The whole world is facing agoniz- 
ing decisions over Cuba. The answers 
lie nowhere in Canada, nowhere near 


the reach of Fidel Castro, but in the 
nerves of John F. Kennedy and Nikita 
Khrushchov. Each of them must be- 
lieve even now that a war over Cuba 
is absurd. But each of them must 
have pondered, also, the theory of 
Jose Miro Cardona: “The world war 
and the war in Cuba have been going 
on for many years. What must be de- 
cided is where the next battle takes 
place. I believe it must and will be in 
Cuba and whatever the cost, that is 
where it will be fought and won.” ★ 



VO' EMBER 17. 1962 


S3 



ttWffilSSS? 

VOW 



life insurance 
from the man 
who makes service 
his business 


YOUR INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 

The Independent Insurance Agent who handles fire, automobile and casualty 
policies makes a career out of personal service. You can get this service 
for life insurance too— and with one-call convenience. Ask your 
Independent Insurance Agent about 


LIFE INSURANCE 

London and Scottish Assurance Corporation Ltd., a company that has served Canadians since 1868. 

LOOK FOR THIS SIGN 

THE NORTHERN & EMPLOYERS GROUP 

Life Administration Office 88 University Avenue, Toronto 1, Ontario. 


T8E SHORT WORK WEEK 

continued from page 24 

Will moonlighting increase with 
shorter hours? Already 3 million 
workers have more than one job 

Efforts to reduce the standard work 
week while continuing actual hours 
worked at former levels (more pre- 
mium pay for ‘overtime’ or the same 
pay for fewer hours), force up labor 
costs in the industries involved under 
the guise of a so-called ‘social gain.’ 
Such increases in labor costs would 
result in higher prices to consumers 
and make it more difficult for 
American industry to meet the chal- 
lenges of foreign competition.” 

The National Association of Manu- 
facturers and the Chamber of Com- 
merce both claim, emphatically, that 
shorter hours would lead to more 
“moonlighting” — the practice of 
working at two jobs. A Labor Depart- 
ment survey in December, 1960, 
found there were 3,000,000 Ameri- 
cans holding more than one job. This 
was 4.6 percent of all employed work- 
ers, and a number about equal to the 
number of unemployed. Labor unions 
say, though, that when the statistics 
are broken down, they include many 
whose secondary job is part-time — 
a farmer who drives a school bus, a 
school teacher doing private tutoring, 
a factory worker repairing television 
sets at his home. The unions claim, 
too, that a lot of moonlighting can be 
traced to low wages, and that if week- 
ly earnings were maintained a shorter 
working week would not be likely to 
increase moonlighting much. 

Back to school at $140 a week 

The unions are not without further 
answers for the opponents of shorter 
hours. While there is an enormous 
building boom in New York city, 
Harry Van Arsdale says he fought for 
a twenty-five-hour week for two rea- 
sons: first, while his members were 
fully employed, there were unemploy- 
ed construction electricians in neigh- 
boring centres. Second, he expects the 
current building boom to peter out, 
and used an advantageous bargaining 
position to prepare for a possible 
slump. While Local Three has no pre- 
cise statistics, its shorter day has pro- 
vided work for hundreds of electri- 
cians from outside New York and, in 
addition, the union has taken on an 
extra nine hundred apprentices. It 
employed six hundred college students 
during the summer, among them 
thirty or forty African students who 
are attending American universities 
on meagre scholarships. 

Van Arsdale has set up an elabo- 
rate training program for his mem- 
bers, who receive $140 a week for 
going to school to learn to be more 
efficient. This money is provided by 
contractors under their agreement 
with the union. Even employers riled 
by his insistence on a curtailed work 
week regard Van Arsdale with grudg- 
ing admiration and say his men are 
highly trained and don't “soldier” on 
the job. Van Arsdale believes that the 
more efficient his members are, the 
more he can get for them. 

Arnold Beichman, a research ex- 
pert for Local Three, told me that if 
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BERNARD BATES SPINDEL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 

^// f / /*<■( ' /> //"A 

Spindel is a New York City private detective who is regarded 
as a wire tapper of unsavory background. He has been meeting with 
Isidore Needleman, suspected Soviet agent, and with high-level Communist 
Party officials who negotiated for his services to check their offices 
and residences to determine whether there are microphone or wire taps. 
Among the high-level Communist Party officials has been NY 694-S#, our 
top-level inf ormant./J0T/£f a 

As reported in memorandum October 25, 1962, Spindel related 
that "somebody” whom he believed to be connected with the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) came to him and asked him "to do a contract” 
(kill Fidel Castro). According to Spindel, he has a device known as a 
"drone" which is controlled by television by means of which he could 
kill Fidel Castro as Castro talked into a microphone. Spindel claimed Y 
he wanted to warn Castro and get the credit so thatJJastro would releas^ 
the prisoners' of war "to me instead of Donovan. ) 

Acting on this information the details were made available 

On November 14, 1962, NY 694-S*"a~nd Needleman again met 
with Spindel. He claimed to have met with the alleged CIA agents and " 
they gave him until November, 18 to make up his mind to take the contract^ 
The informant J ostensibly v actfd» as a communist official, and Needleman £ 
counseled Spindel to take the contract and plotted with Spindel to 
later explain the operation to the Cubans. Spindel claimed that he « 
would be contacted at his home on November 18 by the alleged CIA agent r 

or agents zAJjLt 2 

OBSERVATIONS : V / 6 NOT ^ORDED 

191 NOV 28 1962 

Spindel is an unreliable braggec^and w e hav e past information 
from ^our informant how he has been milking the Communis4u_Party- o£*£un&V’ 
checking for microphone and wire taps. CIA has specifically denied^T\i 
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Memorandum Branigan to Sullivan 
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any interest in Spindel. There is therefore every indication that 
this is a flight of fantasy by Spindel to enhance his own image. ) 

We have considered covering Spindel' s residence, on November 18 
but we believe that because of the closeness of NY 694-S«- to Spindel* s 
alleged scheme that any coverage undertaken would be a risk to the 
security of our informant. Through our informant we are in a position 
to control this situation and take decisive action when such would 
be warranted* Now is not Jhe^ti/ne for such and at this point this 
is merely so much talk. 


ACTION: 


not ± he time 
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For you: 
the informant. 



formation. We will follow the situation through 
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Ui -TED STATES* DETRIMENT Oi JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU %F INVESTIGATION 


tf/3¥ 


October 13 • I960 


!y, 3D> 


CUBAN GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PRINT 
COUNTERFEIT AMERICAN CURRENCY ' Da 7 

This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and io loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents arc not to bo 
distributed outside your agency* 

On October 7, I960, a confidential source advisod 
tbat he received information in July, I960, that the Communist 
Cuban Government at that time was planning to print counterfeit 
American dollar currency* 



The well known Cuban Communist* 
a former employee of the firm "Crus o lias 
Havana, Cuba, was to be in charge of the counterfeiting* 

The source stated thatMHpthad been arrested 
various times for his Communist activities by the "Buro 
do Repression de Actividades Bxtranjeras* (Bureau for the 
Repression of Foroign Activities), which operated under 
the BATISTA regime. 
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UI TED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 .USTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Washington 25 f D.C. 
October 13s i960 


CUBAN GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PRINT 
COUNTERFEIT AMERICAN CURRENCY 


Roferonco is made to memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 

The confidential source mentioned in referenced 
memorandum has furnished reliable information in the past. 


> ;■< J 

I l ■ % { 



This document contains neither * 

recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FEI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents arc not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

ENCI-OStlBR 

• - ' j V 5 !: 



















mentioned in enclosed memorandum is 


flKMfflr 



„.b ID 

cuoA tic 


The si 

memorandum, is 
ow ln 


erj 



ows, 
.scretion 01 


they desire to contact) 


men tioned i n the enclosed 
_ whom^HHF advised was 
can be located at telephone 

jed that he had sp oken 

rstated that 

Lntifflateiy and it is being left to 
ie Miami Office as to whether or not 


bz 

oC 


concerning) 


It is also Dointe^out that^HIBhdvised that 
in conversation wlth£IHHHVhe was surprised to I ear 
was favor of the presen^CubanGovernmc nt 
because it was the understanding of oHHflHV that _ 
was working and cooperating with the underground in' 

Cuba . 


W“ic(o 


memorandum 


Sourc 



of^Jjh^JYp, mentioned in enclosed! 

contacted on 10/26/62, 1 

Both sources were contacted 




In view of the fact that i 

and that he has been cooperative in the past wit^^his 
office, the NYO contemplates conducting no investigation 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 


b\ 

b no 
bx 


yic. 


V 


NY 109-112 


The enclosed letterhead memorandum has been 

'> cret " inasmuch as the contents thereof 
reflect, thef 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


New York, New York 
November 15,1962 


secIet 


aAssiFifegj Mi&i 

DECLASSIFY nu-.2M( I.LV., 


He: Foreign Political Matters - 

Cuba 



S E (MR E T 
' itrmip 1 

Excluded Q-Ypn automatic 

downgradin^6ind 

decla88ifigdjfcion 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 


3 S T 

enclosure: 



Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 



who has furnished reliable information 
in the past and who previously was engaged in sugar and 
cattle enterprises in Cuba, stated on November 2, 19 ^2, 
that from a source available to him, he learned that 
was a cattleman w^t^^j?anch in the prov^ic^of 
Pinar del Rio, Cuba. fl|H|^^tate^jy^^HHi^lv 
married to a daughter of||HimHIHHiK a Belgian. 
WKKKM stat ed that he l earned that the ranch which is 
operated by ^^— W is actual ly in the name of his, 
father-in -lawJ^H^BlIHHBr The ranch of, 
had been intervened by the Revolutionary Qover nmei 
Cuba and that it had been returned to< 
on a later date. 



W\0 

yic- 


^ng the return of the ranch toi 
'stated th^^^^a^^arned that the 
ranch was returned because had brought 

pressure on the Cuban Government' ’through the Belgian 
Government because at the time of the intervention and 
the return of the ranch, Cuba was purchasing weapons from 
Belgium., 
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(Type, in plain text or code) 


AIR MAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
SAC, MIAMI (105-3902) (P) 


CUBAN SITUATION 
~IS - CUBA 

c) /£>'■/ i jf C‘ A u t\\ &T TCf<^ 


Remyalrtel 10/24/62 and LHM enclosed, classified 


Third Army, Ft. McPherson, Ga., has advised th©^^^ 
Water Supply Pipe Line from Fla. City to Key West is no longer - 
on the critical list of the Third Army and this facility is 
not classified at the present time. 


In view of the above, the memo classified Ify^ssaat ■ 
may be downgraded to Confidential. The con fidentia l classi- 
fication is necessary to protect identity of^HIHJB mentioned 
in the memo, a confidential informant of continuing valuer, (q2 


Bureau (AM) (RM) 
9 - Miami 

1 - 66-2586 
1 - 135-51 
1 - 105-5298 
1 - 105-5299 
1 - 105-5317 
1 

x >. '»• 

HRAtegh 

(10) O 


Approved: 


1962 
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ALL MOfiMATION CONTAINED 
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jent in Charge 
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Memorandum ^ 

DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
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SAC, WFO (97-1017) 
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SUBJECT 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IS - CUBA ,. £ vM 
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Memorandum 
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cv 105-4322 


REQUEST OF 




The Bureau 1 b requested to sea rch 
any Information possibly Identical with 
and to advise the appropriate field office of this Information 
In the event his thereabouts are determined by the Bureau. 

An extra copy of this letter Is being furnished to the Bureau 
for such purpose. 





FD-36 (R«v. 12-13-56) 

4 ■ 

i 


F B I 

Transmit the followinq in 

Date: 11/15/62 

Vin AIRTEL 

(Type in plain text or code) 

—m 


0T 
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FROM: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
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Mr. Tolson_ — 
Mr. Belmorit — 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Casper — 
Mr. Callahan.. 
Mr. Conrad— 
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Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale — - — 
Mr. Roserfle 
Mr. SullivanJ 
Mr. Tavel—V 
Mr. Trotter.... 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy- 


FOREIGN *??)LITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
CUBA" 

Enclosed are nine copies for the Bureau and one copy 
for New York for information of a letterhead memo dated and 
antionedas above, setting forth information furnished by 

2? 

The en ^OBure has_been classified Confidential ” 
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l/Bureau (Enc. 9) 

l-New York (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM) 

1-WFO 

DMB:cfk Copy to: CIA/State/RAO \ 
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subject: FOREIGN P OLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

IS - CUBA 


Re Madrid letter 9-27-62 • 


a spa 


ssport^H^^^ and minor c 
sane passport^arrived in Madrid 
on that date from Havana aboard Iberia Airlines 


ght #942. identified these individuals as 


vife and dau 


stated that 


not yet been accredited by Spanish au thor 
tio^list includes to date onl 





Instant 


Jxcttn 


'Or wiir~continue to be followed. 


3 - Bureau (l - Liaison Section) 

1 - Madrid 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


9 uivision | 

advised nhat 


Date 

On 10/19/62 NT 694-S advised 
Bernard Spindel had told of an 
offer, presumably from a CIA agent 
to kill Castro. Spindel, a vire 
tapp expert , has been recently 
utilized by Isidore Needleman and 
the CP in NT allegedly to check fo* 



apparently attempting to build up 
his prestige vith Needleman and the 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
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|1 Mr. Belmont 

“ Mr. Mohr — - 
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Mr. Callahan — - 

Hr. Conrad 

j l* Mr. 11 f 1 Coach — - 

li Mr. Evans - 

Hr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen. 

Hr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel — — - 

;1 Mr. Trotter 

J Tele. Room-; — 
5^ H lines — 
Miss Gandy — 
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SAC, HEW YORK (109-112) (#312) 

o - - 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

IS - CUBA 1 

/ 

- /• * 'f t--' 

¥ 

ReNYairtel, 10/19/62, reflecting that on 10/19/62, 
BERNARD SPIIDEL, wire tapping expert, told NY 694-S* and 
ISIDORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN that he had been offered a '-'contract", 
allegedly by a "CIA agent," to kill FIDEL GASTR0. 

On 11/ 14/62^NT^94-Si*^tttni8hed the following . 
information to lo^ G. 

On l#/14/62, NY 694-S* went to the office of ISIDORE 
NEEDLEMAN to obtain from the latter information regarding 
SPINDEL- 8 investigations on behalf of the GPUSA in the Midwest* 
When ■ the informant arrived at NEEDLEMAN 1 8 office, hcF discovered 
that NEEDLEMAN was not ttadre, but -that SPIIDEL was tfeere*. .alone* 

NY 694-S*- notes that he was introduced to SPIIDEL originally 
as "JUAN|" a Cuban contact man* Informant stated that the l 

following - is the conversation engaged in by him and SPINDEL, l ^ 
and-, later, by NEEDLEMAN, who arrived at the office a few minutes^ 
after theinf orman t didi \$V 

y* reo« bo., 

(109-12-210) (RM) a , ... 

(inv) (4i) -- /ay -*'0 — 

(BERNARD -SPIIDEL) (12) 

(ISIDORE NEEDLEMAN) (33) __ _ 


<^>BUREAU 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 62- 
1 - NY 100-78633 
1 - NY 109-112 


(312) 


88 N0\ .-*5*1962 


ACB :msb 
(9) 



blC 



Approved: 




^ Special 


NY 109-112 


"Last Sunday night 1 was contacted again by the 
people (the alleged CIA agents). They came to my 
home. I knew one, but not the other, and they 
gave me until Sunday next to make up m^nind if I 
would take the contract (to assassinate CASTRO) . 

What shall I do?" 

"Your story sounds so fantastic that I am still 
spinning. I don't know what to tell you." 

At this point, NEED LEMAN entered the office. 

Informant to SPI1DEL: "What did you say your name is?" 

SPIIOEL: "SPITOEL." 

Informant to NEED LEMAN: "He tells me he has until Sunday to accept 

the proposition he told us about last time. 1 think 
it should be resolved one way or another." 

At this point, NEED LEMAN asked SPXNDEL to leave the 

room for a few moments. 

Informant to NEED LEMAN: "This guy is crazy. I don't know who 

he is. Either get him off the hook or go through 
with this. Let '8 hear what he has to say, but he 
must give us facts." 

NEED LEMAN: "Let's have a talk with him, and find out what it's 

all about." 

Enter SP1NDEL. 

Informant: "Mr. NEED LEMAN and 1 have decided to hear you out 

so that we may record what is to be done. In the 
event you accept this contract to assassinate 
CASTRO, it will be on the record." 


SPllDEL: 


Informant: 
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NY 109-112 


NEEDLBMAN 

SPINDEL: 

Informant 

SPINDEL: 

Informant 

SPINDEL” 


Informant 

SPINDEL: 
NEED LEMAN 
SPINDEL: 


to SPINDEL: "What will happen if you don't accept 

the contract?" 

"There are others who can do it. There are five 
other people who can make it (the drone, mentioned 
in reairtel) . It (the drone) is a standard 
mechanism, and a closed circuit is put in which 
guides the mechanism to a pinpointed spot. It 
takes 30 days to make. There will be 90 days 
from the building of the drone to the launching." 

"When I heard your story first, it sounded as if you 
were a nut. If we were to tell NEEDLEMAN's 
friends (the Cubans) the details, they wouldn't 
believe us. What are the facts? What is the 
name of the fellow (the alleged CIA agent)?" 

"I don't know the names of the fellows." 

"It may be a BATISTA agent." 

"Maybe you are right. My reputation is such that all 
kinds of people come to me. Look me up in the 
New York Times Index. I did that kind of work 
for TRUJILLO with other types of equipment. It 
may sound fantastic to you, but TRUJILLO thought 
I was a nut, but not afterwards . // 

"What do you have to gain? Suppose I should 
expose you and what if we were to tell interested 
parties and they should expose you? Where do you 
stand?" 

"I don't expect to be apposed. " 

"What do you want to gain?" 

"Replace DONOVAN in the prisoner exchange business." 
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NY 109-112 


Informant? 


SPINDEL: 
NEED LEMAN 

Informant 

NEEDJLEMAN 


NEED LEMAN 
SPINDEL: 
NEED LEMAN 


"Right now if you were to expose such a thing, 
GASTRO would break all negotiations between the 
USA and Russia. Do you think CASTRO would 
tolerate MIKOYAN talking to him about negotiations 
at the same time when a group in the USA is 
planning to assassinate him with a rocket?" 

"You have a point there." 

TO SPINDEL: "Let me talk alone with JUAN (NY 694-S*)." 

Exit SPINDEL. 

to NEEDLEMAN: "You really made it complicated. What 

do you want to do about it. This, of course, 
would make you and us look good if we should tell 
the Russians." 

"Let's tell him to accept the contract, and let's 
demand from him that we see this drone. Get all 
the dope and then expose the guy, have him 
arrested, and then we'll be heroes." 

SPINDEL returns. 

"We talked this over and decided it would be a 
good idea for you to take this contract and then 
you have actual proof. When you are ready, we want 
to see the equipment and see how it works." 

"I agree. Then we will tell them (the Cubans) 
that a group of people are planning to 
assassinate CASTRO with a particular weapon. 

My base (launching base) is in West Palm Beach." 

"How can you get through the U. S. Navy?" 


- 4 - 


i ii 1 1 i i ii i mi 


ill nil 



NY 109-112 


SP1NDEL: 


NEED LEMAN: 


SPINDEL: 


"It can be done. We can tell the Interested 
party what we have, when we are going to do it, 
and also that it (the drone) can be diverted. 

Make a condition to be on guard, but nevertheless, 
the missile can be made to go off target. 

In exchange, I will take the 1100 prisoners." 

"Never mind the prisoners. You will be given 
money. " 

"O.K. , I'll take money, too." 


NY 694-S* stated that SPINDEL reiterated that he would 
be contacted at his home on Sunday, 11/18/62, by the alleged 
CIA agent or agents. 


At this point, the conversation was concluded. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


sno-io* 

UNITED STAT 


WENT 

Memorandum 


Hi 


TO 


FROM 


Director, FBI (109-12-210) 


date: 


: 11 - 27-62 


Legal Attach*, Madrid (109-16) (P. ) 

subject: FOREIGN-POLIT ICAL MATTERS - CITRA 

^T S - C U BA 



Re Madrid letter 11-23-62. 

Relet set forth information obtained 





On 11-26-62 
11-23-62 to meet with 
minor employee of the 


occasion^ on 

as a 
stated 

that he questionedj^Vu^o whether or not fl^m^"might be 
preparing to def ect inas much as he had brought his fanil^to . 

Spain from Cuba. ^Bfstated that he doub ted tha t^MBBBF }Q~\ C_ 
ha^any intentions of defecting inasmuch as^HIV considers 
■Hlto be Communist and a supporter of FIEBL's Communist 
regime. 


\ 


stated that^BHi 18 not believed to be a 
Communist or supporter of FI EEL CASTRO, but because of personal 
fa mily re asons must support the current Cuban government. 

toldOMIB that he has a minor position in the Embassy 
and does not have access to confidential information and is not 
invited to official conferences. 

/ \(? „ 

The above is submitted as of possible interest to 
the Bureau • 


Lie 


\ 3 - Bureau (1 - Liaison Section^^ U 
1 - Madrid 


IDG- (3- ^U) -39 A*/ 


SWP:HD 

(4) 


6 NOV 29 1962 


00h 

i'ec.o '• 
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File No. 



n> 

UNI_i£D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. & 

November 27, 1962 


FOREIGN POLITICAL HATTERS - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


On November 27, 1962, a confidential informant 
reported that the Cuban merchant vessel, SS "Bahia Hariel," 
arrived in Veracruz, Uexico, from Havana, Cuba, on 
November 6 or 7, 1962, to take on a cargo of 3,700 tons of 
rice and 5,000 tons of beans. 


The informant advised that just before the 
vessel's departure from Havana, the Cuban Minister of 
Transportation and the Director of the Mfcmbisa Lines, 
operators of the SS "Bahia Mariel,” appeared on. board the 
vessel accompanied by seven men. The captain of the vessel 
was ordered to transport these persons to Mexico without 
listing any of them as passengers or crew members. As a 
result of the captain's objections, two of the seven were 
listed on the manifest as crew members or passengers. Both 
of these individuals were officers of the Cuban G-2. One 
had the rank of major and the second had the rank of captain. 


During the voyage, the seven individuals took care 
to show themselves as little as possible. Upon arriving in 
Veracruz, they stayed aboard the vessel until all crew 
members had left. Only then did the seven leave the vessel, 
1316 five men who were not listed on any of the ship's 
manifests were not Cuban nationals. All seven left the 
vessel armed and in possession of radio equipment. 


These seven individuals left Cuba illegally and 
entered Mexico illegally. It is assumed by the informant 
that these persons were on a clandestine and illegal secret 
mission on behalf of the Castro Government. 
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recommendations nor conclusions of 
tba FBI. It is the property of 
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UNL JED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington, D. C. 
November 27, 1962 


Title : FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

Character • IHTBi REAL SECURITY - CUBA 

Reference : Letterhead memorandum dated and 

captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


Ml 
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NITED STATES VERNMENT 

: Memoran . am 


SUBJECT 


n 


to DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) date: 11/29/62 

FRO <M LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (109-70 ) (P) Lm 

( 2 ) ^ i 

subject: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - ClfeA J0t..JL 

IS'^TcubA * 

V : j 

ENCLOSURES ^ 

■ i. xj 

Enclosed herewith are twelve (12) copies of a f 

letterhead memorandum, dated and captioned as above. 

ft 

REFERENCE \ 

1 

Miami letter to the Bureau dated 10/4/62 entitled, ‘ n 

"FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA, COMMUNIST PENETRATION v 

IN/LATIN AMERICA." . , V 

/ & c bA, 

/ SOTg.CE 3 


IN /LATIN AMERK 
/ SOURi 

gWF 


in the enclosed letterhead 


CLASSIFICATION 


*9*7 


gesy^-xott; 


The enclosed letterhead memorandum has been'* 
classified "Confidential," inasmuch as it contai 
om a security informant 

is furnishing information having a bearing on 




e“ national defense. 


COPY 


INK/KUTIOtCf'S^WED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCBPX 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE. 



! , A copy of this letterhead memorandum is being 

4 * furnished to the U.S. Embassy and CIA, Mexico City on a 
** circulation barais jfor their information. 

ALL TOTORSlTTOW rrW'-ATTTfflT • 

IS UNCV < " r ' ■ '"D EXCEPT o7 

(5/* Bureau lEnds. 12) « HEPJE shown otherwise. Tf" 

s (1 - Liaison Section) , ,, \Q f Jlj 

(2 - Miami, 105-rW) , !Q ^ I *• ~ - H J ' O I I ^ 

2 - Mexic^itMji^^^^/^A- 0 

(1 *iO DEC -,3 1962 t 


MDCiij 

(7) 


tOt S ^-\ V Wiure/ 4UkV/ ' . y kk ayi • 

/ ij toni/csI/acsi ; 

by routinqyfiiip for info. ' ^ 


r 


14 MH 


-fsS 


er, 


Copy ta^I^/Stcrte/IlRO/^^^ 


RET 


1 W& 


v 

-V -■ 


£C IS 1962 


*■ \ 


ifi 



UP^ED 8TATES DEPARTMENT OF XJSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


InRtpfy, PUamRrfmr to 
FU* No. 


WASHINGTON IS. D 


JCKjNO XWSfeviDga 

AaaaQis'svio 



CLAS 
DECLASSIFY ON; 25 


CON 

SEI^tEI November 29, 1962 

mmm «« • gg& 


CONFjpfNTIAI, 


JllevMfti contain* nelttat 

roottmehdntiens nor conclusion* of p/rfftyN t my nr ? TB®0 

the FBI. It i» the property of . HEREIN Ifl V 1 "'! " TS ■< /uQ-iiG 

the FBI end is loaned to yovr*gencyi 
it and its eontenU are not to be 

distributed ontaide your agency. I o 

la tin 

the., fttKnJLehed th« following Information on J 

.Novamber 23, 1962: 


jM 

.V >► K-U 

"t rvs 

cjc. ; oo|g 
^ TO O 


«r> 

H 

W 



CONFID^TIAf 

=== <25w® 

dec lit i« 


SECRET. 


Group 1 / 

Excluded vf raft 
Automatic iHrtfliafading 
And Jiftblooolfifeatlon V 

fil/i-i/h- w 


OX 
1962 



URB 




dfh ip iqco 
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 


NOV £- 9 idb2 



frH M 

S3 B 

CEO 

3 3 * 

a w| 

s 2i 

g £ ^ 





^^§AC, MIAMI (105-1747) 

/ 0 

subject: FOREIGN POLITICAL 


Transmitted herewith are nine copies or a 
letterhead memorandum, dated and captioned as above. 

Efforts were made to 

Intel v tew^^WBU^PUP *Ei & ^ * a s being held at Opa- 
Locka DetentionFacility , bu^h^had^lready been released 
and ef forts to locate him 

were negative. This matter was asjSj^^^^^^^ 
wholocated and thoroughly interviewe^^HMIH|||^v^Bd er 
pretext . It was his conclusion that 8® n ® ra ^y 

anti— Communist and harbors no pro— CASTR^senriments. 

The Miami local file of 105-6542 Is being placed 
in a closed status with one copy of instant letterhead 
memorandum . 

Since the exact procedure of soliciting a permit 
to leave Cuba and the procedure through whigch an applicant 
must pass before obtaining the permit may be of interest to 
/flew York and Washington Field, one copy of instant letter- 
/Thead memorandum is furnished to each of those offices for 
j v information. ^ i-ji 

(jp- Bureau (Ends. - 99 (ml) 

1 - New York (Info) (Enel. - 1) (RM) 

1 - Washington Field (Info) (Enel. - 1) (RM) 


4 - Miami (2 - 105-1747) 
(1 - 105-6542 
(1 - 

ELS: jkj 

( 8 ) 


Copy to: CIA/StatD/RAO/V/*^ 

orn/cci/Acsi 


lo\ 

iJb ' 37/3 


by routma slip for info. 

Pat ftt 



DECLASSIFY ON: 


DECLASSIFY ON: 


;v\G 


\'*A 


x i 


TZjFTTT 


This individual is about 50 /years of age, serried 
and residing in exile in Miami sine 
September , 1962 
residing at 


shed at the 


presently resides at 


wife and two sons, ages 16 and 20 years. 






he Issuance of Exit 
resignation . 


position o 


r 


cor in Char 


ba, influence 


souring y 


were aided in 


e United States by 


both of when are former employees o 


can gmbassy in Havana 
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SBti 

* pn m 
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RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CORA 

OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION 

Prior to FIDEL CASTRO, the Department of Immigration 
was an autonomous organization and received its pay directly 
from the Public Treasury. Its offices included documented 
records and indices where all foreigners who entered the country 
were registered. The Department only registered the entrances 
and exits of Cubans to and from the national territory in order 
to certify their names to the Tribunals of Justice or to the 
Interested parties when they might desire some type of 
certification as to their presence in, or absence from, the 
country . 


Vith the triumph of the CASTRO Revolutionary Government , 
the power of Department of Immigration was considerably lessened. 
In the first place, although there was a great increase in the 
number of people coming from Russia, Czechoslovakia, and Soviet 
satellite countries, it did not by any means compensate for 
the great drop in the general entrance of foreigners from 
the United States into Cuba. Vith the decrease in work, 
large numbers of the employees were dismissed or transferred 
to other ministries of the government. 

Also, at approximately the beginning of 1963, 
permits to leave the country, which had been handled since 
the beginning of the Revolutionary Government under the 
Technical Department of Investigations of the National 
Revolutionary Police, were transferred by RAMIRO YALDE8 to 
the Immigration Department. This particular section of 
Immigration dealing with the permits to leave the country 
then accumulated a tremendous amount of work due to the 
large number of Cubans desiring to leave Cuba. All 
requests for permission to leave the country, which 
were presented to the various police stations throughout 
Havana and all of the Republic of Cuba, had to be processed 
by the Section of Immigration known as the Departamento de 
Ylgencias, which literally means the Operations Department, 
but, in effect, is the Department of Exit Permits. 

To take care of this large amount of work, some 
of the most competent old employees were retained and others 
were chosen because of their affiliation with the Communist 
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EE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


Party and placed in positions of authority in order to 
eheok on those to whom exit permits were to he issued. 

The chief of the ne w department w as LUIS SOBRAL 
appointed by RAMIRO VALDES. stated RAMIRO 

VALDES is a well known leader of the Cuban Communist Party 
and he appointed SOBRAL as a loyal party member who had 
already been doing this sane class of work in the Technical 
Department of Investigations. The actual procedure of this 
department from the time of application of a would-be traveler 
up until the time of issuance of the permit to travel, or 
to leave the country, is as follows: 

PROCESSING OF EXIT PERMITS 



(1) Every person over ten years of age who desires 

to leave the country shall first submit all of his documentation 
to one of the police stations qualified to receive such 
documentation. In order to do this, the applicant shall 
first apply for an interview. This interview and the 
opportunity to present his documentation is usually given 
him in from one to two months. 

(2) On the day appointed for the interview, the 
person should appear at the police station with all his 
documentation and a formal request is filled out which 
sets forth, among other things, complete name and family 
history, political affiliation, whether or not the applicant 
has ever been arrested for political crimes, whether or not 
any member of his family is under arrest for a political 
crime, and whether or not any members of his family have fled 
to the United States by illegal means. 

(3) The police station, after taking down all of 
the above data, returns the documentation to the applicant 
and all data, thus far acquired, is furnished to the 
Immigration Department. 
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RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



(4) The offices processing exit per* its operate 
in the old offices of General Emigration Headquarters in 
a saall space very inaccessible to the general public, which 
is constantly patrolled by members of the National Militia; 
these permit only the entrance of the employees of the 
department and of persons who bring a pass or authorisation 
issued by Minister of the Interior RAMIRO VALDES. 


SB 


(5) As the packages containing the applications and 
data taken by the police are received by dates, they are also 
filed by dates without opening the packages. In from ten to 
fifteen days each individual package or heavy envelope is 
opened to make a brief inspection of the data and to remove 
the request presented by persons desiring to abandon the 
country and who desire to leave their houses, businesses, 
automobiles or other property of value; and also to select 
and remove those applications concerning applicants against 
whom the Committee for Defense of the Revolution (CDR) has 
formulated accusations. 


(6) The above cases are then given priority for 
investigation. The investigation may be ordered of the 
police by Immigration or it may be assigned to members 
of the Cuban G-2 . The initial investigation may also be 
ordered conducted by the Committed for Defense of the 
Revolution (CDR), the members of which inform the Immigration 
Department directly. The CDR sometimes renders the results 
of an investigation at the very moment when a person is 
prepared to leave Cuba at the Havana Airport . Since many of 
these investigations are Intended only to harrass and " 
annoy the person wishing to leave the country, the results 
are frequently presented late and the person removed from 
the flight list at the very time he is supposed to board the 
airplane . 


(7) As a general rule, if there is no extremely 
derogatory political information indicating that the person 
has operated against the Government of FIDEL CASTRO, n person 
who leaves a house, car, furniture and other property of 
grOat value, is given priority in . permission to leave the 
country. This person can obtain a permit to leave the country 
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much sooner than a person with no property to leave, and 
certainly auoh sooner than any person who desires to conte 
the Government ’ s right to the property or who has attemptbd 
to sell or otherwise dispose of the property. 

(8) At this point another employee of the Departaeat, 
usually eaployees chosen because they are "loyal to the party, 
aahes a check of the applicant's naae against a card index 
furnished by the Cuban <3-2 where all references are indexed 
on persons who are not sympathetic to the CASTRO regiae. 


(9) At the end of about three aonths, as a general 
rule, the interested traveler is sent a telegram by the 
Department informing him that he is now free to solicit froa 
the aviation company his request for a reservation. 

(10) On a day-to-day basis the Immigration Department 
remits to Pan American and KLM, as well as to the various 
steaashlp companies, a list of the persons authorized to leave 
the country. For the persons who solicit permits to leave the 
country and whose requests are denied, the Department 
communicates nothing to the transportation company nor to 
the persons who made the application nor can those to whoa 
peraits to leave the country have been denied take any steps 
in order to ascertain why or to have the aatter re-considered. 


Prior to the cessation of passenger flights 
between Cuba and the United States, the number of requests 
to leave the country had become so large and the corresponding 
number of peraits actually granted had become so saall, that 
the requests on file had accumulated to the point where they 
had become completely unwieldy and the time elapsing between a 
request for a permit to leave the country and the actual 
granting of the same had extended considerably beyond the 
average three-months period. 


One other important change was noted by< 

in the operation of the Immigration Department. The 
number of Cubans, loyal members of the party, as well as 
members of the Communist Party of other countries who leave 


tie 
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